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THE
L A I S  OF JAMAICA
PASSED IN
A Session o f  the L egislative Council, which began on the 
7th day o f  November, 1882, and terminated on the 10th 
day o f  April, 1883.
PUBLISHED BY AUTHORITY.
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[Assented to 18th November, i £££*]
A Law to provide for the Substitution of Debentures, 
issued under Law 19 of 1880, for Funds created for the 
purpose of redeeming certain Loans.,
A Law to Amend the Bankruptcy Law, 1879.
The Boards of Health Law Amendment Law, 1882,
A Law to confer the Title of “ Director of Public Works.”
The Governor’s Salary Law, 1874, Amendment Law, 1882.
The Morant and Pedro Cays Criminal Jurisdiction Law.
The Bastardy Law, 1881, Amendment Law, 1882.
The Petroleum Storage Law, 1871, Amendment Law, 1882.
A Law to continue for one year the additional Rum Duty 
imposed by Law 26 of 1881.
%
[Assented to 23rd November, 1882.']
A Law to enable Parochial Boards, with the sanction of 
the Governor in Privy Council, to raise additional funds 
within their respective Parishes for Parochial Road 
purposes.
[Assented to 2nd December, 1882.]
The Appropriation Law,.1882-83.
The Summary Jurisdiction Amendment Law, 1882.
[Assented to 7th December, IS82.]
The District Courts Law, 1874, Amendment Law, 1882.
The Government Savings Bank Law, 1882.
A Law in aid of the Kingston Assessment and Street 
Survey Law, 1881.
[Assented to 12ih April, 1883.]
A Law to Allow and Confirm certain Expenditure in
■ 1880-81.
The Token Prohibition Law, 1883.
[Assented to 13th April, 1883.]
The Immigration Protection and Regulation Law, 1879, 
Amendment Law, 1883. # ,
[Assented to 16th April, 1883.]
The Kingston Streets Reconstruction Law, 1883.
[Assented to 19 th April, 1883.]
The Kingston Building Law, 1883.

JAMAICA—LAW  20 OF 1882.
A  Law to provide fo r  the Substitution o f  Debentures, issued 
under Law 10 o f 1880, fo r  Funds created fo r  the purpose 
o f  redeeming certain Loans.
HEREAS a p o r t io n  o f  the Debentures issued under the Preamble.
Act 26 Victoria, Session 2, Chapter 20, and under Law 
1 of 1878 respectively, have been redeemed by means of 
monies raised under the Provisions of Law 19 of 1880 :— 
And Whereas the residue of the said Debentures are not re­
deemable until the 30th June and 1st July, 1888, respec­
tively :—
And Whereas it is proposed to reserve a certain quantity of 
Debentures under the Provisions of Law 19 of 1880, to be held 
by the Government of this Island for the purpose of being 
issued, when necessary, to meet these outstanding Debentures 
when presented for payment:—
And Whereas by the said Act 26 Victoria, Session 2, Chap­
ter 20, as amended by Law 5 of 1872, it is provided that the 
Governor shall, in each year, set aside a certain sum to be in­
vested in such Securities (Securities of this Island being 
amongst those named) as the Governor may direct for the 
purpose of eventually redeeming the Debentures issued under 
the said A ct:—
And Whereas alike provision is made in the said Law 1 of 
1878 for the redemption of Debentures issued thereunder :— 
And Whereas accordingly certain monies have been so con­
tributed, and now stand accumulated to the credit of the Loans 
contracted under the Provisions of the said Act and the said 
Law respectively:—
And Whereas,-since the passing of Law 19 of 1880, the said 
Punds will, on the reservation as aforesaid of an adequate
[18th November, 1882.]
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I
Debentures under 
Law 19 of 1880, to 
be set apart to meet 
outstanding Deben­
tures under 26 Vic. 
Sess. 2, c. 20 and 
Law 1 of 1878.
Thereupon certain 
obligations under 
those Laws to cease.
[Ch. 20.] A  Law to provide fo r  the Substitution o f  Debentures.
quantity of Debentures issued thereunder, be no longer needed 
for the original purpose :—
And Whereas it is expedient to accord the sanction of the 
Legislative Council to the substitution of Debentures issued 
under Law 19 of 1880, and reserved as aforesaid as provision 
for the liquidation of the Debentures issued under 26 Victoria, 
Session 2, Chapter 20, and Law 1 of 1878 respectively, for the 
said Sinking Funds, and to treat the present accumulations of 
such Sinking Funds as money available for the current expen­
diture of the Island :—
Be it enacted by the Governor and Legislative Council of 
the Island of Jamaica, as follows:—
1— The Governor shall set apart such amount of Debentures 
issued under Law 19 of 1880, and still held by the Govern­
ment of the Island, as shall be equivalent in nominal value to 
the Debentures issued under the Act 26 Victoria, Session 2, 
Chapter 20, and still remaining unredeemed, and another por­
tion equivalent as aforesaid to the Debentures issued under 
Law 1 of 1878 and still remaining unredeemed ; and each such 
lot of Debentures so set apart shall be deemed pledged to the 
redemption of the Debentures in respect of which it shall have 
been set apart as aforesaid.
2— On such Debentures being set apart as aforesaid, the 
obligations created by Section 9 o f 26 Victoria, Session 2, 
Chapter 20, as amended by Section 2 of Law 5 of 1872, and by 
Section 4 of Law 1 of 1878 respectively, to set aside and in­
vest monies as aforesaid for the purpose aforesaid, shall cease; 
and the monies already accumulated by means of contribu­
tions made under the said Sections, and of the interest there­
on, shall be appropriated as money available for the current 
expenditure of the Island.
JAMAICA—LAW  21 OF 1882.
V
A  Law to Amend the Bankruptcy Law , 1879.
\18th November,
HEREAS the Provisions of Section 7 of the Bankruptcy 
Law, 1879, under which Trustees in Bankruptcy are en­
titled to a commission on all dividends paid by them, has been 
held not to entitle them to any commission upon amounts 
paid in liquidation of preferential debts payable in full, and 
it is expedient to amend the Provisions of the said Section 
so as to entitle such Trustees to commission on all sums of 
money paid by them in whole or part satisfaction of debts :
And Whereas it is expedient to provide that Trustees 
in Bankruptcy shall have the same commission on dividends 
paid in the administration of a Debtor’s Estate under a deed of 
arrangement as in the case of a Bankruptcy, and also to relieve 
them of the payment of auctioneer’s fees and charges, and 
other similar expenses, incurred in the realisation of an Estate 
under the said Law :—
Be it enacted by the Governor and Legislative Council of 
the Island of Jamaica, as follows :
1—The word “ dividends,” as used in that part o f Section 7 
of the Bankruptcy Law; 1879, which provides that Trustees in 
Bankruptcy shall be entitled to a commission on all dividends 
of any Estate or Trust paid by them, shall be deemed to in­
clude and to have included all sums of money paid by any such 
Trustee out of the net amount realised of any such Estate 
or Trust in satisfaction in whole or in part of any debt or lia - 
bility of the Bankrupt or Debtor:—Provided always that 
nothing herein contained shall entitle any such Trustee to 
recover back, from any Creditor of any such Bankrupt or 
Debtor, any sum of money which he has paid to him and
Preamble.
“  Dividends”  in sec, 
7 of Law 33 of 
1879, explained.
Commissions in 
administrations 
under Deeds of 
Arrangement, in­
creased.
Auctioneer’s and 
other expenses a 
first charge on 
Estate or Trust
Law 33 of 1879, 
incorporated.
wliicli, under the Provisions of this Law, he would have been 
entitled to retain.
2— Prom and after the passing of this Law, the Trustee in 
Bankruptcy shall be entitled to a commission of five per 
cent., instead of one per cent, as by the said Law provided, on 
all dividends of any Estate or Trust paid by him (or sanc­
tioned by the Court) in the administration of a Debtor’s Es­
tate under a deed of arrangement under the said Law.
3— The said Trustee shall be entitled to recover, as a first 
charge on every Estate or Trust or the proceeds thereof, all 
auctioneer’s fees and charges and other similar expenses 
(the same having been duly taxed by the Registrar of the 
Court) paid by him in and about the realisation of any Estate 
under the said Law.
4— This Law and Law 33 of 1879 shall be read and taken 
together as one Law.O
[Ch. 21.] A  Law to Amend the Bankruptcy Law , 1879.
JAM AICA—L A W  22 OF 1882.
The Boards of Health Law A mendment Law, 1882.
[.18th November, 1882.]
HEREAS it is expedient further to amend Law 6 o f Preamble. 
1867:
Be it enacted by the Governor and Legislative Council of 
the Island of Jamaica, as follow s:—
1— If upon view o f any CQmjnissioner o f Health, Health Of­
ficer or Inspector o f Nuisances, inspecting any dwelling-house 
or rooms in a yard under the powers contained in Section 19 ' 
o f Law 6 of 1867, it shall appear that any such dwelling- 
house or rooms is or are so overcrowded as to be dangerous or 
injurious to the health of the inmates, whether or not mem­
bers o f the same family, such Commissioner, Health Officer or 
Inspector, shall forthwith make an order in writing, under his 
or their hand or hands, addressed to the occupier or other per­
son in charge of the premises, directing him forthwith to 
abate such nuisance ; and in such order such Commissioner, 
Officer or Inspector, shall state the maximum number o f per­
sons who shall be allowed to sleep in or otherwise occupy the 
said premises; and the said order shall be served in manner 
directed by the said Section, and the occupier or other person
Procedure if house 
or rooms found 
overcrowded.
m charge of the said premises shall, in case of disobedience of 
the said order, be liable to a penalty not exceeding Eorty Shil­
lings, and, in case of a second offence, to a penalty not exceed­
ing Eive Pounds.
2— The following Regulations shall apply to all sheds, Regulations M to 
barns, barracks or other buildings, provided at any estate, fo^empToy^t*4 
plantation, pen, factory, works or other place, for the lodging works’ &c' 
o f persons employed thereat, and not being dwelling-houses 
occupied continuously by one family :—
2 [Ch . 22.] Boards o f  Health Law Amendment Law, 1882.
As to coinstruction 
and maintenance.
V  eutilation.
Limitation o f per­
sona lodged therein.
Privacy o f beds. ^
Privies,
Cooking place*.
(1) . Every sucli shed, barn, barracks or other building, 
(hereinafter spoken of as a “ habitation” ) shall he con­
structed and maintained so that it may be thoroughly 
clean, dry and weatherproof, at all times when used for 
the lodging of the persons aforesaid.
(2) . Every such habitation shall be provided with 
proper means of ventilation.
(3) . No greater number of persons shall be received 
into any such habitation, or any room therein, at any 
one time, for the purpose of sleeping therein, than may
be compatible with the allowance of sixteen square feet 
at the least of available floor space in respect of each per­
son.
For the purpose of the foregoing Provision two children 
under ten years of age may be counted as one person.
(4) . Every room, or part of such habitation, which may
be appropriated to the reception of adult persons of 
different sexes, shall be so furnished or provided that 
every bed shall be properly separated from any adjoining 
bed by a suitable screen or partition, of such material, 
construction and size, as to secure adequate privacy to the 
occupant or occupants of such bed.
(5) . There shall be provided, in a suitable position in 
connexion with every such habitation, a sufficient num­
ber of privies, properly constructed, for the separate use 
of each sex.
(6) . In connexion with or adjacent to any such habita­
tion, there shall bo provided a suitable cooking-house or 
other place, properly covered or sheltered, in which fires 
may be safely and readily lighted, and food may be pro­
perly cooked, and clothes and other articles may be pro­
perly dried.
(7) . Every such habitation shall be provided from time 
to time with a sufficient supply of clean dry straw or 
hay, or other suitable bedding. Such straw, hay or bed­
ding, shall be changed or properly cleansed from time to 
time, as often as occasion may require.
(8). The interior of every such habitation, and of any 
cooking-house, privy or other premises, used in connexion 
therewith, shall at all times, while used for the accom­
modation of lodgers, be kept properly cleansed. The 
walls and ceilings of every room constructed of brick, 
stone, iron, wood, concrete, earth or plaster, shall be 
well and sufficiently lime-washed at least once in every 
year. No filth or offensive or noxious matter shall be 
deposited, or allowed to accumulate, on any such habita­
tion or premises, or on the land immediately surrounding 
or adjoining the same.
Boards oj Health Law Amendment Law, 1882. [Ch . 22.]
3—The owner, manager, overseer or other person, in charge 
of the estate, plantation, pen, factory, works or other place, 
on which any such habitation is provided, shall be held re­
sponsible under this Law for the due observance of the fore­
going Regulations; and any breach or neglect of the same 
shall subject the person guilty o f the same to a penalty not 
exceeding Five Pounds, and, in the case of a continuing offence, 
to a further penalty not exceeding Ten Shillings for every 
day during which the offence shall continue after notice in 
writing from the Commissioner of Health of the District. 
Every such penalty may be recovered in a summary manner 
before any two Justices of the Peace.
4—The several Commissioners of Health shall, within their
respective Districts, see that the foregoing Regulations are 
duly observed.
5—Law 6 of 1867 and this Law shall be taken and read 
together as one Law.
Cleansing and lime- 
washing.
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JAMAICA—LAW  23 OF 1882.
A Law to confer the Title o f  “ Director o f  Public W orks?
[18th November,
WHEREAS in divers Acts, Laws and instruments, mention is made of an officer variously styled “  Director of Roads/* 
“ Surveyor General,” and “ Superintendent of Public W orks/’ 
and it is expedient to give one appropriate title to the officer 
in question:—
Be it enacted by the Governor and Legislative Council of 
the Island of Jamaica, as follows :—
1—The officer heretofore variously designated by one or 
other of the titles above recited shall hereafter be styled “  The 
Director of Public Works” in lieu of either of the titles afore­
said; and the several Acts and Laws in which any right, power, 
liability or duty, is conferred or imposed on the “ Director of 
Roads,” “  The Surveyor General,” or “  The Superintendent of 
Public Works,” are hereby respectively amended by substi­
tuting the words “ The Director of Public Works” for the 
other titles hereinbefore set forth, in every case in which either 
of the last mentioned titles occurs, so that the Director of Pub­
lic Works and his successors in the said office shall in all respects 
have and enjoy all rights, powers and immunities, and be sub­
ject to all duties and liabilities, in as full and ample a manner 
as he would have done or been if he had been referred to in 
the several Acts and Laws by the title of “  The Director of 
Public Works ” instead of by one or other of the titles hereby 
abolished.
Preamble.
Title of "  The D i­
rector of Public 
Works”  substituted 
for the several titles 
of the Director of 
Roads.

JAMAICA—LAW  24 OF 1882
The Governor'8 Salary Law, 1874, Amendment Law, 1882.
[18th November, !£££.]
BE it enacted by the Governor and Legislative Council o f Preamble, the Island of Jamaica, as follows :—
1— Notwithstanding anything contained in Section 4 of Law Continuation of full
°  ^  pay to the Governor
7 of 1874, the Governor, when absent from the Colony from during vacation
• • Ioavotime to time for such short vacations, not exceeding six weeks 
in any one year, as he is or shall be permitted to enjoy by 
leave of the Secretary of State, shall, (subject to any arrange­
ments that the Governor may make, or to such general or 
special directions as the Secretary of State may from time to 
time give to the contrary,) be entitled to receive full salary ; 
and an officer provisionally administering the Government 
during the absence of the Governor as aforesaid, and while 
the Governor is receiving full salary under the Provisions of 
this Law, shall not be entitled, subject nevertheless to any 
arrangements or directions as aforesaid, to receive any part of 
the salary of Governor.
2— Law 7 of 1874 and this Law shall be read and construed incorporated with
Law 7 of 1874.
together as one Law.

JAM AICA— LAW  25 OF 1882.
The Morant and Pedro Cays Criminal Jurisdiction Law.
[18th November, 1188#.]
w PremoiAa.HERE AS, by Proclamation by the Governor of this Island, and under the Broad Seal o f the same, made 
on the ninth day of May in the year of our Lord One Thousand 
Eight Hundred and Eighty-two, under the authority of Letters 
Patent passed under the Great Seal of the United Kingdom, 
and therein recited, it was declared that the Morant Cays and 
the Pedro Cays should be annexed to and become Dependen­
cies o f this Island:
And Whereas it is expedient that, for all purposes connected 
with the administration of the Criminal Law, the said Morant 
Cays and the said Pedro Cays shall be deemed to be within the 
limits of one of the existing Parishes of this Island :—
Be it enacted by the Governor and Legislative Council of 
the Island of Jamaica, as follows:
1 —The said Morant Cays and the said Pedro Cays shall, for The Morant Cays
,  . .  . _  and Pedro Cays,
all purposes connected with the administration of the Crimi- for certain purpows, 
nal Law, be deemed to be within and to form part of the City 0f Kingston, 
and Parish of Kingston.
i

o ' Ol
JAM AICA—LAW  26 OF 1882.
The Bastardy Law, 1881, Amendment Laiot 1882.
w
[l#i& November, !££#.]
HEREAS it is expedient to amend the Bastardy Law, Preamble. 
1881:—
Be it enacted by the Governor and Legislative Council of 
the Island of Jamaica, as follows : —
1—It shall be lawful for any Person authorized by the
Bastardy Law, 1881, to make a complaint before a District
#
Court Judge, to make such complaint on oath or affirmation,
whenever required by the said Law to be so made, before a 
Justice of the Peace or Clerk of Petty Sessions having juris­
diction within the District of the District Court Judge before 
whom the said Law requires such complaint to he made; 
and such Justice or Clerk of Petty Sessions may thereupon
Power to make 
complaint under 
the Bastardy Law- 
before a Justice of 
the Peace or Clerk 
of Petty Sessious.
Procedure thereon..
issue, at the instance of such person, such a Summons as might 
be issued by the Judge of the District Court upon such com­
plaint, and thereupon the same proceedings shall he had and 
taken as if  such Judge of a District Court had himself issued 
such Summons.

JAMAICA—LA W  27 OP 1882.
The Petroleum Storage Law, 1871, Amendment Laioy 1882.
• [18th November, 1882.~\
TTTHEEEAS it is expedient to extend the Provisions o f Law
23 of 1871, so as to absolutely prohibit the keeping of 
Petroleum of above a given degree of inflammability :—
Be it enacted by the Governor and Legislative Council of 
the Island of Jamaica, as follows:—
1— From andafter the passingof this Law, no Petroleum that 
shall.give off an inflammable vapour at a temperature o f less 
than ninety-five degrees of Fahrenheit’s Thermometer shall be 
kept in any building whatsoever, whether specially appointed 
for the storage of Petroleum or n o t :—
Any Petroleum kept in contravention of this Section shall 
be forfeited, and, in addition thereto, the occupier o f the place 
in which such Petroleum is kept shall be liable to a penalty 
of Fifty Pounds :—Provided that nothing in this Section con­
tained shall apply to Petroleum not used for burning and 
kept in close bottles not containing more than eight ounces.
2— The fee payable in respect o f Spirit Licenses under the 
Provisions of Section 14 of Law 9 of 1875, and which was by 
that Law substituted for a Stamp Duty of like amount pay­
able in respect of Spirit Licenses at the time of the passing of 
Law 23 of 1871, shall be deemed to be, and to have been, a 
Stamp Duty to which such Licenses are and have been subject 
for the purposes of Section 3 of the Law last mentioned.
3 Law 23 of 1871 and this Law shall be read and con­
strued together as one Law.
Praam bio.
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JAM AICA— LAW  28 OF 1882.
A Law to continue fo r  one year the additional Rum D uty
imposed by Law 26 o f  1881.
[18th November, 1882.']
""^THEREAS it is expedient to.continue in part for another 
year the temporary aid to the Revenue granted by Law
26 of 1881:
Be it enacted by the Governor and Legislative Council of 
the Island of Jamaica, as follows:—
X—The Provisions of the first Section of Law 26 of 1881 
shall continue and be in force until the twenty-first day of 
November, one thousand eight hundred and eighty-three, any­
thing in the said Law to the contrary notwithstanding.
2—During the continuance in force o f the additional du­
ties imposed under the said Eirst Section of Law 26 of 1881, 
the drawbacks on the export of duty-paid rum under Section 
45 of Law 10 of 1878 shall, in respect of all rum the duty 
whereon shall be proved to the satisfaction of the Collector- 
General to have been paid under Law 26 of 1881 or under 
this Law, be reckoned and allowed at five shillings and one 
penny per gallon of the standard strength, and three pence 
per gallon additional for every five degrees of strength over 
the standard strength ; and the drawbacks under Section 46 
of Law 10 of 1878 on the export of cordials, liqueurs or 
compounds, compounded with rum the duty whereon shall be 
proved to the satisfaction of the Collector-General to have 
been paid under Law 26 of 1881 or under this Law, shall be 
reckoned and allowed at one shilling and seven pence per 
gallon.
Preamble.
Law 26 of 1881, 
Sec. 1, continued in 
force one year 
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A  Law to enable Parochial Boards, with the sanction o f  the 
Governor in Privy Cotmcil, to raise additional funds within 
their respective Parishes fo r  Parochial Road purposes.
\23rd November, 1882.]
WHEREAS in clivers Parishes the funds carried to the Preamblecredit o f the Parochial Road Eund, under the Provisionsof Laws 29 of 1873 and 11 of 1878, are in some cases insufficient 
to enable the respective Boards of Parochial Road Commis­
sioners thereof efficiently to make, maintain and repair, the1 
roads and bridges within the same, and it is expedient to give 
to the Commissioners in any such Parish power, subject to 
certain conditions, to augment their revenues by increased 
duties or new rates or taxes for these purposes within the 
Parish:—
Be it enacted by the Governor and Legislative Council of 
the Island of Jamaica, as follow s:—
1—It shall be lawful for the Parochial Road Commissioners Procedure if addi- 
in any Parish, at any time prior to the 31st day of May in any quired for Parochial 
year, to pass a Resolution declaring that additional funds are Road PurPoses-
required within the Parish for Parochial Road purposes.
Such Resolution shall be accompanied by a Statement, shew- Resolution and 
ing approximately the estimated insufficiency of the funds need, and the pro- 
for the current year, and the estimated amount required for L°g fuiXde °f rais~ 
the ensuing year beyond what the funds ordinarily available 
for the purpose may be expected to yield.
It shall also set forth the ways and means recommended by 
the Commissioners for raising the additional funds required,
-which may be either by an increase in all or any existing
2Submission of Reso­
lution and State* 
ment to the Gover­
nor.
His action thereon.
Publication of ad­
ditional taxes or 
duties.
Effect of publica­
tion.
Laws 30 and 32 of 
1867, applied to 
such additional 
taxation.
duties, or by a new rate on articles of property not subject to* 
any existing duties or rates, or by a personal tax to be levied 
on all male persons of or above the age of twenty-one years 
residing within the Parish, or by all or any of the methods 
aforesaid.
[Ch. 29.] Law in aid o f ’Parochial Road Funds.
1
2—Any such Resolution must be passed by the affirmative 
votes of at least a majority o f the whole number of the mem­
bers of the Board, and shall be submitted, with such docu­
ments as aforesaid, to the Governor in Privy Council, who may 
call for returns, documents and evidence, from the Commis­
sioners, relative to the matters stated therein; and he may 
allow or disallow the whole or any part of the increased duties 
or new rates or taxes proposed therein, as he may see fit.
3—On any such increased duties or new rates or taxes 
within the Parish being sanctioned by the Governor in Privy 
Council, the Colonial Secretary shall cause particulars o f the 
same to be published in the Jamaica Gazette, and shall cause 
notice to be given to the Collectors o f Taxes, or other Officers 
having the collection of the taxes or duties, within such Parish; 
and, on such publication as aforesaid, the increased duties or 
new rates or taxes, sanctioned as aforesaid, shall be deemed to 
have been legally imposed for the ensuing year, and to be due 
and payable in respect of the property or things, or from each 
and every person, mentioned in the publication aforesaid.
4—All the powers, provisions, clauses, regulations, sur­
charges and penalties, contained in or imposed by “ The License 
and Registration Duties Law, 1867/” and* “  The Tax Collection 
Law, 1867,” or any other Law or Laws which for the time 
being may be in force relating to license and registration 
duties and the collection of taxes, shall be in full force and 
effect, with respect to any new or increased taxes imposed 
under this Law, so far as the same are or shall be applicable; 
and the same shall be observed, applied, enforced and put in 
execution, for and in the raising, collecting, levying and re­
covering, the said taxes or duties, and otherwise in relation 
thereto, as fully and effectually, to all intents and purposes, 
as if the same had been herein repeated and specially enacted, 
mutatis mutandis, with reference to the new or increased taxes
imposed under this Law.
35— In case any such new tax as aforesaid shall be a personal 
tax, it shall be the duty of the occupier of every house within the 
Parish to set forth, in the statement of his property liable to 
duties or taxes which he is required to make to the Collector 
of Taxes, a list containing the names and surnames of all per­
sons liable to such tax ordinarily residing in such house, and 
to declare to the truth of such statement; and if any such oc­
cupier as aforesaid shall in any return omit to set forth such 
list as aforesaid, or to include therein the names and sur­
names of all the persons aforesaid, he shall, on conviction, 
forfeit and pay a penalty not exceeding five pounds.
6— Every person liable to such personal tax as aforesaid shall 
annually make a return of his name in full, occupation and 
place of abode, and shall pay the tax imposed as aforesaid to the 
Collector of Taxes, or other Officer as aforesaid, on or before 
the tenth day of August after the same has been imposed; and 
in default of his making such return and payment as aforesaid 
it shall be lawful for the Collector, or other Officer aforesaid, 
to serve him with a notice requiring him to pay the tax 
aforesaid, and in such notice he may add, by way of surcharge 
or penalty, one-twelfth part of such tax for every month or 
part of a month that the said tax may be in arrear since the 
first day of August; and thereafter, without any further no­
tice, a surcharge at the rate aforesaid shall, by operation of 
this Law, be imposed and become payable for every month or 
part of a month, calculated from the expiration of the calendar 
month in which the said notice was given, that the tax and 
surcharges thereon may remain in arrear.
7— If any person making a return as in the preceding Section 
mentioned shall not therewith pay the tax imposed as afore­
said, or if any person served with a notice as aforesaid shall 
not pay the tax aforesaid with the surcharge thereon (if any), 
together with any surcharge imposed by operation of this 
Law, within ten days after service of such notice, the Collector
of Taxes, or other Officer as aforesaid, may proceed to enforce 
payment of the said tax, and the surcharge thereon (if any),
in the same way as he might do in the case of duties or taxes
imposed on articles of property where a person making a
return of the same had not paid therewith the duties or taxes
Law in aid o f  Parochial Road Funds. [Ch. 29.]
Occupier of house 
to give list of per­
sons therein liable 
to personal tax un­
der this Law.
Persons liable to 
personal tax to 
make return of par­
ticulars and pay tax.
Penalties in case of 
default.
Enforcement of 
personal tax and 
surcharge.
4 [Ch. 29.] Pate in aid o f Parochial Road Ponds:. -
due in respect thereof, or, being assessed in respect thereof,, 
had not paid the duties or taxes with the surcharge (if any) 
within ten days after the delivery of such assessment.
Onus probandi, as g—When any personal tax is imposed as aforesaid, and any
to ^ 6 O f person. auestion arises as to the age of any person apparently of the
age of twenty-one years or upwards, the burden of proving 
that' such person is under that age shall lie upon such person.
How proceeds of 9—The whole proceeds of any such increased or new taxa-
toa tion  to be dis- ^  &g aforesaid sball be placed by the Treasurer to the
credit of the Parochial Road Fund Account of the Parish in 
which the same was raised or levied.
JAMAICA—LAW  30 OF 1882.
The Appropriation Law, 1882-83.
[2nd December, 1882.J
TT7HEREAS, of the amount of five hundred and sixty-five Preamble.
** thousand six hundred and fifty-one pounds, nineteen 
shillings and seven pence half-penny, required for the service 
of the Civil Government of the Island, and for other pur­
poses, for the Financial Year to end on the thirtieth day of 
September, one thousand eight hundred and eighty-three, 
the sum of two hundred and thirty thousand four hundred 
and seventy-eight pounds, fifteen shillings and sixpence, has 
been provided for by Law, and it is now requisite to make a 
further provision of three hundred and thirty-five thousand 
one hundred and seventy-three pounds, four shillings and one 
penny half-penny, to meet the said expenditure :—
Be it enacted by the Governor and Legislative Council of 
the Island of Jamaica, as follows:—
1—The Treasurer of this Island shall, on the warrant of the £335,173 4 i j  ap. 
Governor, pay a sum not exceeding in the aggregate three schedSed M per 
hundred and thirty-five thousand one hundred and seventy- 
three pounds, four shillings and one penny half-penny, for 
defraying the several charges and expenses of the Civil Go­
vernment of this Island, and for other purposes, for the 
Financial Year to end on the thirtieth day of September, one 
thousand eight hundred and eighty-three, set forth in the 
Schedule to this Law annexed.
2 [Oh. 30.] The Appropriation Law, 1882-83.
SCHEDULE TO APPROPRIATION ACT.
Pensions • tl
£
11,568
8.
14
d.
3
Administrative Departments • • • 23,339 4 10
Revenue Departments • • • 33,627 6 6
Postal Service • • • 17,499 14 5
Judicial ... • • • • 16,347 16 0
Ecclesiastical • • • 467 10 0
Medical ... • • • 50,681 14 0
Constabulary • • • 49,652 2 8
Education • # • 25,781 0 0
Harbour Masters • • • 378 7 6
Colonial Allowances • • • 4,390 0 0
Steam Communication with U. S. America • • t 4,200 0 0
Steam Communication round the Island • • • 2,400 0 0
Subsidy to W . I. and Panama Telegraph Company 2,000 0 0
Printing and Stationery Establishment t • • 6,639 16 0
Public Plantations and Gardens • • # 5,415 0 0
Jamaica Railway . ... • • • 13,411 13 0
Miscellaneous • • • 4,077 17 11
Public Works • • • 56,634 5 6
Parochi al Expenditure i  • • 2,468 14 0
Moiety of Damages and Costs incurred in 
reference to the “ Florence”
the suits in 
• • • 4,192 7 6 i
Total General Expenditure • • • £335,173 4 1J
4The Summary Jurisdiction Amendment Law, 1882.
[2nd December, 1882.]
T iT H E R E A S  it is expedient to give increased powers to Preamble.
* * Courts of Summary Jurisdiction for the enforcement of
convictions and orders :—
Be it enacted.by the Governor and Legislative Council of 
the Island of Jamaica, as follows :—
1—Section twenty-two of the Act of the Session holden in i3Vio. c. 35, Seo.
* t , -■ , 22, extended to case s
the thirteenth year of Her Majesty, Chapter thirty-five, shall where the statute
. ,  ,  , , i j i  i i under which pen-extend and be deemed to have extended to all cases in which aity is adjudged 
it is returned to a warrant of distress, issued under the au- of e^rcing^aml 
thority of such Act, for levying any penalty, compensation or 
sum of money, adjudged or ordered to he paid by any convic­
tion or otder, that no sufficient goods of the party against 
whom such warrant was issued can be found, where the Statute 
on which the conviction or order is founded provides no mode 
of raising or levying such penalty, compensation or sum of 
money, or of enforcing payment of the same, as well as to 
cases where the Statute on which the conviction or order is 
founded authorises the issuing thereon of a warrant of distress.
2—The power conferred upon Justices of the Peace, by the 
Proviso to Section 19 of the said Act, to commit to prison
under certain circumstances without first issuing a distress
Powers to commit 
to Prison under 18 
Vic., c. 35, Sec. 19, 
extended.
warrant and having a return thereto, shall be deemed to be con­
ferred, under the circumstances stated in the said Proviso, in all 
cases in which by law a Justice of the Peace is empowered to 
commit to prison in default of sufficient distress to satisfy a 
penalty or order.
2Term of imprison* 
ment under 13 V ic. 
c. 35, Sec. 22, ex­
tended to three 
months.
[Ch . 81 .] Summary
3—The term for which, under Section 22 of the said Law, a 
Justice of the Peace was empowered to commit to prison is 
hereby extended to three months in the case o f any convic­
tion or order made after the passing of this Law ; and such im­
prisonment, in the case of a conviction, may be either with or 
without hard labour.
Duration o f this 
Law.
4—This Law shall continue in force only until the com­
mencement of the Criminal Code.
JAMAICA—L A W  32 OF 1882
The District Courts Law, 1874, Amendment Law, 1882.
%
\7th December, 1882!]
W HEREAS it is expedient further to amend the District Preamble.Courts Law, 1874:—
Be it enacted by the Governor and Legislative Council of 
the Island of Jamaica, as follows:—
1 —The power, vested by Section eleven of the said Law in Law 22 of 1874
~ , « . •. Section 11 amended,the Judge of each District Court, ot appointing the times for Power of fixing 
holding the said Court, and of altering any day that may Go^te vested m 
have been appointed for the purpose, shall no longer be exer- the Governor- 
cised by any such Judge, hut is hereby vested in the Governor.
Any order made by the Governor for the purpose aforesaid 
shall be published in the Jamaica Gazette.
The Provisions contained in the said Section as to the 
notice to be given of the day appointed for the holding of any 
Court, or of the alteration of any day appointed, shall continue 
to apply.
2—Nothing in this Law contained shall be deemed to de­
prive the Judge of any District Court of the power (subject 
to the Provision aforesaid as to the notice to be given) to fix 
any day, in addition to the days fixed by the Governor as 
aforesaid, for the holding of any extraordinary sitting of the 
Court.
Judge may appoint 
additional days for 
extra sittings.
3—Every sitting of a District Court shall be a sitting for Prisons to be deii- 
the delivery of the different prisons, or other places of deten- thig^aDSict" 
tion, in which are confined persons committed for trial there- Court* 
a t ; and in case that, from press o f business or other cause, 
such prisons or other places are at any sitting not fully de­
livered of such persons, the Judge shall forthwith notify the 
fact to the Governor, setting forth the names of all such per­
sons, and stating the reason for such non-delivery.
2 [Ch. 32.] A  Law to Amend the District Courts Law.
Law 22 of 1874, 
Section 158, 
amended.
Payment over of 
monies received in 
one jurisdiction 
under process issued 
from  another.
4—And Whereas by Section 158 of Law 22 of 1874 it is pro­
vided, in cases where execution has issued against any person 
or goods who are beyond the jurisdiction of the Court issuing 
the process, that the Bailiff of the Court within the jurisdic­
tion of which such person or goods may be shall, on receiving 
the Warrant or order, sealed or stamped with the seal of the 
last-mentioned Court, act in the execution of the same, and
in case a levy is made in pursuance thereof, forthwith, or 
within such time as may be specified in the District Court 
Rules, pay over all monies received to the Bailjff o f the Court 
from which the process shall have originally issued, with cer­
tain deductions therein provided for ; and it is expedient to 
make other provision as to the mode of dealing with the said
money:—
It is hereby Provided that any Bailiff executing any war­
rant or order o f any Court other than that o f which he 
is the Bailiff under the Provisions of the said Section shall, 
in case he shall receive any money by virtue of such warrant 
or order, forthwith, or within such time as may be specified 
in the District Court Rules, pay over all such monies to the 
Clerk of the Court of which he is the Bailiff, retaining the fees 
for execution of the process, and shall therewith make a return 
containing such particulars relating to the same, and to the 
said fees, as may be prescribed by the District Court Rules 
and the said Clerk of the Court shall transmit such monies to 
the Clerk of the Court from which the process issued, in such 
manner as may be prescribed by the said Rules.
Law 22 of 1874, 
Section 82 amended 
and Schedule A  
repealed. 
Substituted 
Schedule o f Court 
Fees.
5— So much of Section 82 of the said Law as relates to 
Schedule A  to the said Law annexed, together with the said 
Schedule, is hereby repealed; and in lieu thereof it is hereby 
Provided that there shall be payable, upon proceedings under 
the said Law, the Pees of Court specified in the Schedule to this
Law annexed; and such fees shall be paid to the Clerk of the 
Court by the party requiring process to issue or action to be 
taken:—
Proviso as to 
pending; proceed­
ings.
Provided always that in the case of all actions or pro­
ceedings commenced before the passing of this Law, such fees 
shall be payable throughout as would have been payable i f  
this Law had not been passed.
3A Law to Amend the District Courts Law. [Ch. 32.]
6— So much of Section 141 of the said Law as provides 
that, under the circumstances there stated, a person against 
whom a plaint shall have been entered may pay to the 
Clerk of the District Court in which such plaint shall have 
been entered, together with the amount of the demand and 
costs, one half of the Court Fees up to that time incurred, in 
which case the remaining Court Fees shall be returned by the 
Clerk of the Court to the Plaintiff, is hereby repealed ; and 
in lieu thereof it is hereby Provided that such person shall 
pay the whole of the Court Fees up to that time incurred, 
and tliat no return of any part of the said fees shall be made 
to the Plaintiff.
7— In any summons in the Form given in Schedule D to the 
said Law, in lieu of the words “ less one half of the Court 
Fees as per margin,” required by the Form given in the said 
Schedule to be endorsed thereon, there shall be endorsed the 
words followiife, that is to say, “ together with the Court Fees
Law 22 of 1874, 
Section 141 amen­
ded.
Court Fees:—as to 
remission of a 
moiety in certain 
cases.
Law 22 of 1874, 
Schedule D :— Form 
amended
) )as per margin
8— Law 22 of 1874 and this Law shall be read and taken to- incorporated with
_ Law 22 of 1874.
gether as one Law.
9— This Law shall come into operation on the first day of Commencement of
February, 1883. thlB Law‘
4 [Ch. 32.] A Law to Amend the District Courts Law.
SCH EDU LE.
COURT F E E S , P A R T  I . CO M M O N  L A W .
AMOUNT OP DEMANDS.
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8. D. 9 . D. £  8. D. £  8. D. £  8. D. £  8 . D .
Filing every agreement as to 
ooats under Section 77 — 2 6 2 6 0 2 6 0 2 6 0 2 6 0 2 6
Entering every plaint, and 
issuing the summons thereon 7 0 13 0 1 4  0 1 16 0 2 7 0 3 0  0
Every subpoena (when requir­
ed) which may be filled up 
with three names - 1 0 1' 0 0 1 0 0 1 0 0 1 0 0 1 0
All copies - 0 6 0  6 0 0 6 0 0 6 0 0 6 0  0  6
Every copy o f a judgment, 
for every sheet of 160 words, 
and every fraction o f a sheet 1 0 1 0 0 1 0 0 1 0 0 1 o! o i
Copies o f evidence or docu­
ments, for every sheet of 160 
words, and every fraction of 
a sheet - 1 0 1 0 0 1 0 0 1 0 0  1 0 0 1
Entering every plaint and issuing the summons thereon in 
cases tried by agreement under Section 122, where the amount 
of demand exceeds fifty pounds— £3, and Is. 6d. in the pound 
on every pound sued for above £50.
N o t e .— In all plaints for the recovery o f debt or damages 
the Court Fees shall be estimated on the amount of the de­
mand ; but where the Plaintiff recovers less than the amount 
o f his claim, the difference between the Court Fees according 
to that amount, and the Court Fees according to the amount 
recovered, shall be paid by the Plaintiff, and shall not be 
charged as costs against the Defendant.
In proceedings under Law 28 of 1867, as amended by Law 
13 of 1869, and in proceedings under Law 22 of 1881, the 
costs (so far as regards Court Fees) to be indorsed on the sum­
mons, and to be entered up in case of judgment by default* 
shall be in accordance with the foregoing Scale, in lieu of the 
amounts set forth in those Laws respectively.
A Law io Amend the District Courts Law. [Ch. 32/]
Appeals.
On every appeal
Replevins.
For a warrant to replevy ...
For a replevin bond, where the claim or value of 
the property is under Twenty Pounds 
Where it exceeds Twenty Pounds
Interpleader.
In all cases
On Assignment o f  Judgment.
For recording each assignment
Judgment Summons.
On each ... ...
P a r t  II.—L a n d .
In plaints for the recovery of possession of lands or tene­
ments on expiration of term of lease or tenancy, orf or non­
payment of rent, the amount of the claim, for the purpose of 
calculating the Court Fees, shall be the annual value of the 
premises, calculated on the basis of the rent payable: Provi­
ded that, for this purpose, the value shall in no case be as­
sumed at less than £10.
£0 10 0
0 2 6
0 10 6
1 1 0
2 0 0
0 5 0
0 6 0
-
In cases of boundary disputes, and in all cases in which the 
value of the claim cannot be precisely estimated, that value 
shall be taken for this purpose at Twenty-five Pounds.
In other plaints for obtaining possession of lands or tene­
ments, the value of the premises sought to be recovered shall 
in all cases be taken to be Twenty-five Pounds.
In plaints for the recovery of possession of lands or tene­
ments, if a claim be made also for mesne profits or rent, the 
Court Fees upon such claim shall be according to the Scale 
of Fees in Part I. of this Schedule, and such fees shall be in 
addition to the fees chargeable on plaints for the recovery of 
possession of lands or tenements.
Subject to the above Provisions, the Court Fees chargeable 
in cases under Part III. shall be according t6 the Scale in 
Part I, of this Schedule.
6 [Ch . 32.] A Law to Amend the District Courts Law.
P a r t  I I I .— E q u it y .
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F iling  every agreement as to costs
s. d. £ 8. d. £ s. d. £  a. d.
under Section 77
On filing each plaint, and issuing
1 9•j 6 0 2 6 0 2 6 0 2 6
the summons thereon 15 0 1 0 0 l 5 0 1 10 O
On each appearance 1 6 0 »J 0 0 2 6 0 3 0
On an order fo r  injunction 7 6 0 10 0 0 12 6 0 15 O
On each notice
On filing Defendant’s admission o r
1 1 6 0 2 0 0 2 6 0 3 0
disclaimer
On filing Defendant’s statement in
! 5 0 0 7 6 0 10 0 1 0 12 6
answer ...s 5 0 0 7 6 0 10 0 0 12 G
On each summons to witness ... 
On each hearing w here cause con- j
2 6 0 2 6 0 9 G 0 2 6
tested
1 >rawing up and entering each inter- !
10 0 0 15 0 l 0 0
1  5
0
locutory deoree 2 6 1 0 3 9 0 5 0 0 6 3
The like on each final deoree 
On each order o f  C ourt other than
5 0 0 r?1 6 0 10 0 0 12 6
decretal
On proceedings before C lerk o f  the
1 6 0 2 0 0 2 6 0 3 0
Court, for  each summons 
Each notice to creditor o r  other
o 6 0 2 6 0 2 6 0 2 6
claimant 9 6 0 2 6 0 2 0 0 2 6
Each notice o f  proceedings 
For each sitting in w hich  the Clerk 
is em ployed in taking accounts, 
m aking enquiries, or acting as
O G 0 f  oV G 0 2 G 0 2 6
special examiner
F or  every additional hour, o r  part o f
5 0 0 5 0 0 10 0 0 10 0
an hour, beyond one hour 
Preparing report and certificate, per 
sheet o f  one hundred and sixty
3 0 o 3 0 0 G 0 0 6 0
words, and each fraction o f  a sheet ... 
Each copy  thereof, per sheet o f  one 
hundred and sixty words, and each
1 0 0 1 0 0 1 0 0  1 0
fraction o f  a sheet 1 0 0 1 0 0 1 0 0 1 0
E ntering said report, and certificate ... 5 0 0 7 6 0 10 0 0 12 6
On each warrant o f  execution 15 0 1 0 0 1 ft*5 0 1 10 0
On each other warrant • • 1
On each return o f  summons, notice
7 6 0 10 0 0 12 6 0 15 0
or  warrant • • • 1 6 0 2 0 0 2 6 0 3 0
On each com m on petition o r  m otion ... o-j 6 0 3 9 0 f _U 0 0 6 3
On each suggestion 5 0 0 7 6 0 10 0 0  12 6
Amendment o f  plaintA • • • I 5 0 0 7 6 0 10 0 0 12 6
On each b ill fo r  taxation • • • 7 16 0 10 0 0 12 G 0 15 0
On each bond o r  recognizance 2 6 0 3 9 1 0 5 0 0 6 3
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P aut I 'l l .— E q u it y  (continued)
On copies o f  proceedings, per sheet 
o f  one hundred and sixty words, 
and each fraction o f  a sheet 
Each search in tho books, for every 
three hours
In all plaints tho Court Fees shall 
be estimated on the amount o f  the 
demand cla im ed ; but where the 
Plaintiff recovers less than the 
amount o f  his claim, the difference 
o f  the Court Fees according to that 
amount, and the Court Fees accord­
ing to the amount recovered, shall 
be paid by  the Plaintiff, and shall 
not bo charged as costs against the 
Defendant
ylppeaZ.
On entering an appeal 
Recognizance or security on appeal 
On filing case 
On eaoh notice
Attendance to settle case if  not agreed.
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[ s. d. £  s. d. £  s, d. £  s. d.
1 0 0  1 0 0  1 0 0  1 0
1 0 0 1 0 0 l 0 
%
0 1 0
«
10 0 0  15; 0
(
1 0  0 1 5  0
2  (5 0 8 9 0 5 0 0 6 3
5 0 0  7 6 0  10 0 0  12 G
1 0 0 2 0 0  2 6 0 3 0
o 0 0 7- G 0 10 0 0  15 0
P a r t  IV— P r o b a t e  a n d  A d m i n i s t r a t i o n .
For filing affidavit applying for probate or letters 
of administration, including live shillings to be 
paid to the Clerk of the Court of Ordinary on 
the necessary reference to him
Upon each bond
For recording a will, and for making each copy 
thereof, for each legal sheet of one hundred and 
sixty words, and each fraction of a sheet
To the Clerk of the Court of Ordinary, the like sum 
for recording a will.
For grant of letters of administration
Upon the entry of every testamentary suit
Upon the entry and signing of every decree and 
certificate thereof
Upon every subpoena ad testificandum
£0 10 0 
0 5 0
0 1 0
0 5 0
0 5 0
0 5 0
0 2 6
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P a r t  IV— P r o b a t e  a n d  A d m in is t r a t io n  (continued) .
Por each inspection of books ... £ 0  1 0
For every extract or copy, at the rate of one shil­
ling per folio of one hundred and sixty words.
A p p e a l .
Upon every appeal ... ... 0 10 0
P a r t  V.— C r i m i n a l .
In cases arising out o f charges lodged on the part o f the 
public by the Attorney-General, or by any person acting un­
der his instructions, or by any District Court Judge, or by any 
two Justices of the Peace, or by any person acting under the 
instructions of any Municipal Board, or by any Public Officer 
whose duty it is as such officer to lodge such charge, or by any 
Officer, Sub-officer or Constable of the Jamaica Constabulary 
Force in any matter in which it is his duty as such to lodge 
such charge, no Court Fees shall be required.
in  a l l  o th e r  cases t h e  f o l l o w in g  c o u r t  fe e s  s h a l l  be p a i d .
For every information with summons or warrant
w
thereon .. * £0 3 0
For each copy of summons or warrant 0 0 6
For every indictment 0 5 0
For every trial, upon information or indictment 0 3 0
For every recognizancev O 0 3 0
For taking every deposition not being an informa­
tion, per sheet of one hundred and sixty words,
and each fraction of a sheet 0 1 6
For every appeal 0 10 0
For making copies and extracts, per sheet o f one 
hundred and sixty words, and each fraction of a
sheet 0 1 6
N o te .—No Court Fee shall be payable under any part o f this 
Schedule for any warrant o f commitment for an insult to a 
Judge, or for misbehaviour in Court, or for any process issued 
or action taken by the immediate direction of the Judge with­
out any application by any party.
JAM AICA— L A W  33 OF 1882.
The Government Savings Bank Law, 1882.
[7th December, 1882J]
HERE AS by Law 20 of 1870 a Government Savings
Bank was established, with a view to affording facilities 
for the deposit o f small savings at interest, and giving to every 
depositor of such savings the direct security of the Govern­
ment of this Island for the due re-payment of all moneys so 
deposited, and for the payment of the interest due thereon :
And Whereas the said Law has since been amended, and it is 
now expedient further to amend the same :—
And Whereas, under the circumstances aforesaid, it is ex­
pedient to consolidate into one Law the Laws relating to the 
said Savings Bank, together with such amendments as are now
necessary :—
Be it enacted by the Governor and Legislative Council of 
the Island of Jamaica, as follows :—
1—Law 20 of 1870 and Law 16 of 1880 shall be, and the 
same are, hereby repealed:—Provided always that the Govern­
ment Savings Bank to be maintained under the Provisions of 
this Law as hereinafter provided shall be, and be deemed to be, 
in all respects the same Savings Bank as was established un­
der the first o f the Laws hereby repealed, and the present de­
positors in the said Bank shall be treated, and moneys here­
tofore deposited therein shall be dealt with, in all respects as 
if this Law had been in force at the time when the former be­
came depositors and the latter was deposited.
Preamble.
Laws 20 o f 1870 
and 16 o f  1880, re­
pealed.
Proviso.
2—The Treasurer and the Parochial Treasurers shall con- Moneys to be re-
ceived and paid un­
der Regulations 
prescribed by Go­
vernor in Privy 
Council.
2
Regulations how 
far binding. 
Publication 
thereof.
Limit o f  Deposit.
As toflim its o f  de­
posits for certain 
Societies and P ub­
lic  Departments.
Pass Books to be 
furnished to D e­
positors.
tinue to receive into the Government Savings Bank here­
tofore established small savings on deposit, and to re-pay the 
same, with interest thereon, under such Regulations as the 
Governor in Privy Council may from time to time prescribe:—
Provided always that no such deposit shall be of less amount
than one shilling, or some multiple of one shilling :—
1
And Provided further that until such new Regulations are 
prescribed the Regulations made under Law 20 of 1870 and 
now in force shall continue and be in operation.
i
3— All Regulations prescribed as aforesaid shall be bind­
ing on all persons concerned, to the same extent as if such 
Regulations formed part of this Law.
A copy of all Regulations so prescribed, and of every alter­
ation and amendment thereof, shall at all times be exhibited 
in the office of the Treasurer, and in the office of every Paro­
chial Treasurer.
4— No depositor, except as hereinafter provided, shall be 
entitled to deposit in any one year any sum or sums of 
money exceeding in the whole two hundred pounds, nor at 
any time to have in deposit any sum or sums of money ex­
ceeding in the whole four hundred pounds :—
Provided that this limit shall not apply to the case of a pub­
lic officer depositing a sum of money as security for his good 
behaviour in office.
[Ch. 33.] The Government Savings JBanlc Law , 1882.
5—Deposits on behalf of a charitable or friendly society 
may amount to, but may not exceed, five hundred pounds in 
any one year; and the accumulated deposits of any such 
society may not exceed at any time one thousand pounds ; 
but there shall be no limit to the amount which may be de­
posited on account of any public department fund.
6—d3very on making his first deposit, shall be
furnished with a pass-book, in such form as the Governor in 
Privy Council may from time to time direct, to contain a re­
cord of the sums deposited by him, the interest accruing 
thereon, and the sums withdrawn bv him
3The Government Savings 'Bank I a ic y 1882. [Oh. 33.]
•  #
On every occasion when a depositor adds to his deposits, or 
withdraws any portion thereof, he shall produce his pass-book, 
in order that the necessary entries may be made therein; and 
when a depositor finally withdraws the full amount o f moneys 
deposited by him he shall deliver up his pass-book, which shall 
be kept by the Treasurer for purposes o f reference.
7—The Treasurer, on proof to his satisfaction that any 
pass-book has been lost or destroyed, may issue to a depositor 
a new pass-book, on payment of a fee of five shillings.
8—Every Parochial Treasurer receiving deposits aforesaid 
shall, in each case, by the first post, report to the Treasurer 
the full particulars of every such deposit.
9—Every deposit received as aforesaid shall, ‘ at the time of 
receipt, be recorded, with the date thereof, in the depositor’s 
pass-book, and such record shall be attested by the signature 
of the officer receiving the same, countersigned by a clerk or 
other officer of the Department.
10— The officers engaged in the discharge of duties under 
this Law shall not disclose, except to the Governor, or to the 
Revenue Commissioner, or in due course of law, the name of 
any depositor.
11— Interests on deposits under Law 20 of 1870 and this 
Law in the said Savings Bank shall accrue at the rate o f 
three per cent, per annum, or at such rate not exceeding the 
said rate as may from time to time, and from any date to be 
fixed by the Governor, be determined by the Governor, and
notified in the Government Gazette :—Provided that three• • # 
months’ notice of any change of rate be given in the said
Gazette: Provided also that no interest shall accrue on any 
amount less than one pound, or some multiple o f one pound, 
and not on any amount more than the maximum sum allowed 
by this Law to be deposited. And such interest shall accrue 
from the first day of the calendar month next following that 
during which the money is deposited, to the last day of the 
calendar month next preceding that during which the money 
is withdrawn, both such days inclusive*
Their contents and
production.
Duplicate Pass 
Books.
Report o f  Deposits 
to  Treasurer.
E ntry o f  Deposit 
in Pass Book.
Secresy as to 
names o f  Deposi­
tors.
Interest on depo­
sits.
Its  rate and lim it­
ations.
Compound interest 1 2 — The interest accruing due to any depositor shall be cal-
tembei*1 in^ach^" culated to the thirtieth day of September in each year, and 
year' the amount thus ascertained shall be added to the amounts
actually deposited by him, and shall thenceforth be consi­
dered, and be in all respects treated, as a further deposit bear­
ing interest:—Provided always that if  before the thirtieth 
day of September in any year any depositor shall withdraw 
the full amount of moneys up to that time deposited by him, 
the amount of interest accrued due to him from the first day 
of October in the last previous year to the date o f such with­
drawal shall then be paid to him.
4 [Ch. 33.] The Government Savings Bank Law , 1882. -
investment o f De- 1 3 —Moneys deposited under the authority of this Law
pOSlvBi  ^ Pi I 7
may from time to time be invested, as the Governor shall 
direct, in the public securities of Great Britain and Ireland or 
of Jamaica, or of any other British Colony.
Advances to Im ­
migration Fund,
1879.
It shall also be lawful for the Treasurer, as having the man­
agement of the said Bank, to advance such portion of the said 
moneys as may from time to time be sanctioned by the Gover­
nor, to the Immigration Fund, 1879, on the security o f promis­
sory notes given by employers of immigrants, pursuant to the 
Provisions of the Immigration Finance Law, 1879, and speci­
ally indorsed to the Treasurer, on behalf o f the Government 
Savings Bank, by the Protector o f Immigrants:—Provided, 
however, that the whole amount so advanced shall not at any­
one time exceed the amount of fifty thousand pounds.
Treasurer to have 14—Any note as aforesaid, indorsed as aforesaid, shall be
the rights o f a bonft ,  ,  . . .
fide indorsee far deemed in all respects to be held by the Treasurer on behalf 
value’ of the Government Savings Bank as a bona fid e  indorsee for
valuable consideration, and his right and title on behalf of 
the said Bank to sue on, and enforce payment of, any such 
note shall not in any way be invalidated, prejudiced or af­
fected, by any act or conduct on the part o f the Treasurer in 
any character other than that of Manager of the said Savings 
Bank, or by any failure of consideration :—Provided always 
that' nothing herein shall in any way prejudice any remedy 
over against the Immigration Fund, 1879, or against the Pro­
tector of Immigrants, to which the maker of any stich note
as aforesaid, on payment of the same to a bond fid e  indorsee 
for value, may be entitled.
The Government Savings Bank Law , 1882. [On. 33.] 5
15—The interest arising from moneys invested or advanced 
as aforesaid shall ho applied in or towards the payment of 
the interest due to depositors, and any balance thereof which 
may remain, after paying such interest, shall form part o f tho 
General lie venue of the Island.
Application o f  .in­
terest on Invest­
ments.
13—I f  at any time the moneys arising from interest as General Be venue
A A A
aforesaid shall be insufficient to defray the interest due to 
depositors, such deficiency shall he provided out o f the General 
lievenue of the Island.
responsible for de­
ficient interest 
from  investments
17—The Government Savings Bank shall be under the man- Treasurer to be
agement of the Treasurer. Manager.
1 8 — The Treasurer shall annually prepare full and distinct Savings Bank A c-
accounts o f all monetary transactions taking place under the pared^ auditedamd 
authority of this Law during each financial-year from Octo- ^nutted annu“
her to September; and such accounts, after being audited by 
the Auditor-General, shall he submitted to the Governor not 
later than the thirty-first day of December in each year.
19— All receipts and other documents under this Law shall E xem ption from
be exempt from stamp duty. stamp Duty.

1882. ('fcU. ft rpqoh
A Law in aid o f  The Kingston Assessment and Street Survey
Law , 1881.
[7th December, 1882.]
H E R E  AS, pursuant to the Provisions of Section three of Preamble, 
the Kingston Assessment and Street Survey Law, 1881, 
persons were duly appointed Assessors under the said Law :—
And Whereas the said Assessors, having undertaken their
duty under the said Law, duly returned to the Municipal Board 
a Roll duly signed and sworn to by them:—
And Whereas it has since been found that errors, clerical 
and otherwise, have been made in the said Roll, and no power 
' is given by the said Law of correcting the same, and it is ex­
pedient that such errors should be amended :—
And Whereas it is expedient to provide that the duty of the 
Assessors shall extend to the assessment and re-assessment as 
well of old as of new house property, as occasion may require, 
and that the annual value set against each house in the Roll 
lawfully in force for the time being shall be deemed and 
taken to be the true annual value of such house property for 
the purpose of levying all taxes, rates and assessments, payable 
in respect thereof :— ■„
Be it enacted by the Governor and Legislative Council of 
the Island of Jamaica, as follows :—
1 — The Kingston Assessment and Street Survey Law, 1 8 8 1 , incorporation 
and this Law shall be taken and read together as one Law. jjgi.Law 20 °f
 ^ Sub-section C. of Section four o f The Kingston Assess- Repeal cian«e. 
xnent and Street Survey Law, 1881, is hereby repealed.
2Amendment o f 
clerical errors, and 
o f  omissions to 
assess at any 
value.
Return o f amend* 
ments.
W hen amend­
ments may be 
made by two 
Assessors.
Assessments or re­
assessments o f 
bouse property.
W hen to be made, 
and under what 
requisitions.
[Ch. 34.] The Kingston Assessment and Street Survey Law.
3— The Assessors who returned to the Municipal Board the 
Assessment Boll of house property as aforesaid may of their 
own accord within three months after the passing of this Law, 
and shall forthwith whenever thereunto required by the Mu­
nicipal Board, amend the same by correcting any clerical 
errors in the said Roll, and filling up the assessment valua­
tion of all house property which has not been assessed at any 
value ; and any Assessment Roll, assessment or re-assessment, 
which may hereafter he returned to the Municipal Board may 
in like manner be amended, by the Assessors returning the
same, within three months from the date o f the return thereof, 
and shall be amended in like manner, by the Assessors re­
turning the same, whenever thereunto required by the Muni­
cipal Board.
Every return of any amendment shall be in the Eorm set 
out in Schedule A. to The Kingston Assessment and Street 
Survey Law, 1881, and shall be verified on oath, at the foot 
thereof, to the effect that such amendment contains a true 
correction of the errors contained in the Roll or o f omissions 
therefrom (as the case maybe), and as nearly as circumstances 
will admit in the terms of verification set out at the foot of 
the said Eorm A. Any such Roll is hereinafter spoken of as 
an “  Amendment Roll.”
In case of the absence from the Island, serious illness or 
death, of any Assessor, the power and duty of amending errors 
and omissions hereby created shall and may be exercised and 
performed by the other two Assessors, who in such case shall, 
in the verification of their returns, include and set forth a 
statement of the cause disabling the third Assessor from join­
ing in such return.
4— It shall be the duty of the Assessors forthwith to make
assessments or re-assessments of any house property, whenever 
thereunto required %
(а) by direction in writing of the Governor and the Chair­
man of the Municipal Board, or
(б) by Resolution of the Municipal Board upon the appli­
cation of the person for the time being rated or liable 
to taxation in respect of such house property,
3and, within 14 days after the date o f any such requisition, to 
make a return of the assessment or re-assessment thereby re­
quired to the Municipal Board in the Form set out in Sche­
dule A to The Kingston Assessment and Street Survey Law, 
1881, and containing a full statement of the particulars in 
such Form indicated, and verified on oath as by the said Form 
required, only modifying the terms of such verification so as 
to limit the same to the house property so assessed or re-as- 
sessed; and the said Assessors shall annex to such return the 
requisition under which it is made.
Provided nevertheless that, in all cases in which any such 
house property stands already assessed on the Assessment Roll 
for the time being in force, no such Resolution as aforesaid 
shall be of any force or validity unless it appears therefrom 
that the application to the Municipal Board before mentioned 
has set out how, and in what manner, and to what extent, the 
annual value of such house property has become altered since 
the return of the Assessment Boll in force in respect thereof, 
and that the Municipal Board is satisfied that such annual 
value has been materially altered since the return of the As­
sessment Roll affecting the same.
5— Every amendment of an Assessment Roll, and every 
supplemental assessment or re-assessment of any house pro­
perty, shall be notified and open to inspection, and subject to 
appeal, and be otherwise dealt with, in like manner in all re­
spects as original assessments.
6— On any Amendment Roll, or any re-assessment or assess­
ment under this Law, being returned, or on any judgment of 
the Judge of the City of Kingston Court varying any assess­
ment being transmitted, the Clerk to the Municipal Board 
shall proceed, without making any erasure in the Roll in force 
for the time being under the Provisions of this Law, to make 
the additions or alterations thereby rendered necessary on 
the said Roll, accompanied in each case with a note of reference 
to the Amendment Roll, re-assessment or assessment, or judg­
ment, from which such alteration or addition is taken.
7— Each Assessment Roll made and returned under the Pro­
visions of the said Law, together with such alterations and ad-
The Kingston Assessment and Street Survey Law. [Oh. 34.]
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ditions as may be made therein pursuant to the Provisions of 
the next preceding Section, shall be the Poll in force for the 
time being until a new Quinquennial Poll shall be made and 
returned under the Provisions of the said Law.
Each Quinquennial Assessment Roll, and each assessment, 
re-assessment and amendment, shall be deemed to come into 
force on the day on which notice o f the return thereof to the 
Municipal Board appears in the Jamaica Gazette.
8— Every house shall, for the purpose of any rate, tax or 
assessment, payable upon or in respect of the annual value 
thereof, be deemed and taken conclusively to be o f the an­
nual value set against the same in the Poll in force for the 
time being.
9— The right to appeal from any future assessments, re­
assessments or amendments, is hereby extended to thirty days 
from the date of the first publication in the Jamaica Gazette 
o f notice o f the return of such assessment, re-assessment or 
amendment.
[Ch . 34.] The Kingston Assessment and Street Survey Law.
JAM AICA—L A W  1 OF 1883
A Law to Allow and Confirm certain Expenditure in 1880-81.
[12th April, 1883.]
T T fH E R E A S  expenditure during the financial year 1880-81 
’  ’  on certain services not provided for, or not fully pro­
vided for, by Law 31 of 1881 was temporarily defrayed out of 
savings effected on the provision that had been made for ex­
penditure on certain other services;
Be it enacted by the Governor and Legislative Council of 
the Island of Jamaica, as follows :—
1—The expenditure during the financial year 1880-81, 
to the amount of eleven thousand two hundred and ninety- 
seven pounds, fourteen shillings and fourpence, on certain 
services set forth in the Schedule to this Law annexed, that 
was temporarily defrayed out o f savings effected in that year 
on the provision that had been made for other services by 
Law 31 of 1881, is hereby allowed and confirmed.
SCHEDULE.
Expenditure o f 1880-81 not
Pensions
Judicial
Constabulary
Education
Harbour Masters
Printing and Stationery
Miscellaneous
Public W orks
Rio Cobre Irrigation W orks
Lands
£  s. d. 
464 2 2 
266 11 4 
1,117 8 1 
325 11 7 
9 16 6 
999 15 0 
1,021 3 4 
3,536 1 1 
2,935 1 0 
622 4 3
Preamble.
Expenditure of 
£11,297 14s. 4d. for 
certain services al- 
loTjpd and con- 
finned.
£11,297 14 4

JA M A IC A — L A W  2 OF 1883.
The Token Prohibition Law , 188S.
[1 2 th A pril, 1883.]
XTETHEREAS a practice has sprung up in some parts o f the Preamble,
^ * Island of issuing tokens for money, purporting to denote 
that the holder thereof is entitled to demand a certain value 
from the person issuing the same, and it is expedient to put a 
stop to such practice :
Be it enacted by the Governor and Legislative Council of 
the Island o f Jamaica, as follow s:—
1—.No piece o f gold, silver, copper or bronze, or o f any M eta i> k en s for
r  0 7  AA - ,  money prohibited.
metal or mixed metal, o f any value whatever, shall be made 
or uttered in this Island as a token for money, or as purpor­
ting that the holder thereof is entitled to demand any valueO
denoted thereon.
Every person who acts in contravention of this Section shall Penalty. j  
he liable, on summary conviction before two Justices, to a 
penalty not exceeding Twenty Pounds:—Provided always that Proviso, 
nothing herein contained shall apply to the case of any person 
who shall give or tender any such token issued before the 
passing of this Law, in exchange for any goods or money, to 
the person who issued or purports to have issued the same.

JAM AICA— LAW  3 OF 1883.
- 1' . •
The Immigration P rotection  and Regulation Law , 1879, Am end­
ment L a w , 1883 .
A p ril, ifiS # .]
W HEREAS it is desirable to amend the Immigration Pro­tection and Regulation Law, 1 8 7 9 r
13o it enacted by the Governor and Legislative Council o f 
the Island of Jamaica, as follow s:—
1— Section sixty-two of the said Law is hereby amended by 
omitting the words “ unable to work and.”
2— Section sixty-four of the said Law is hereby amended 
by substituting the words “  requiring hospital treatment” for
the word “ sick.”
3— It shall be lawful for the medical officer in charge of 
any hospital to refuse to receive into the same any Immigrant, 
by whomsoever sent thereto, whom he may consider not a fit 
subject for hospital treatment, and also to discharge any such 
Immigrant from hospital whom he may consider to be no 
longer a fit subject for hospital treatment. ■
Provided always that in any case where the employer of 
any Immigrant discharged as last aforesaid otherwise than 
on the ground of his being cured objects to such discharge, 
such Immigrant shall be received back into hospital, and re­
main there until the case has been reported to the Superin­
tending Medical Officer, who may confirm or refuse to con­
firm such discharge.
4—The obligation imposed upon the employers o f Inden­
tured Indian Immigrants by Section seventy-one o f the said 
Law shall continue during the time of the indentured service 
of any such Immigrant* whether such Immigrant be able to 
work or not, except during such time as such Immigrant may
Preambit.
Law  23 o f  1879, 
Section 62, amend* 
ed.
Section  64 amend* 
cd.
Pow er o f  M edical 
Officer to  refuse 
to receive im m i­
grants in to  hospi­
tal, or to  discharge 
them  from  hospi­
tal.
D uration  o f  em ­
p loyer ’s ob ligation  
under Section  71 
o f  Law  23 o f  1879.
2be in prison or in hospital, and until such employer is relieved
from the care of such Immigrant under Section thirty-eight
of the said Law, as amended by Law 1 of 1881, Section 1, Sub­
section 5.
[Ch. 3.] The Immigration Amendment Law, 1888.
A b to rations sup­
plied to adult In ­
dian Immigrants 
whilst incapable of 
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5 —Rations supplied according to the Provisions of the said 
Law and this Law to an adult Indian Immigrant during the 
time that such Immigrant is, from sickness or infirmity, inca­
pable of work, shall not be charged for by the employer, nor 
shall the cost thereof be deducted from the subsequent earn­
ings or wages of such Immigrant, except upon the certificate 
of the Protector, or an Inspector, authorizing such charge or 
deduction, which said certificate shall in no case be granted 
unless such Protector or Inspector is satisfied that the sick­
ness or infirmity causing such incapacity has been caused by 
the vicious or immoral conduct of the Immigrant himself 
during the time of his indentured service.
Section 95, Sub-sec­
tion 6, amended.
6— Section ninety-five of the said Law is hereby amended 
by inserting between Sub-section (6) and Sub-section (7) the 
following Sub-section:—
“ (6 a) Every employer of Indentured Indian Immigrants 
“  who shall neglect to supply daily rations to such Immi- 
“  grants in accordance with the Provisions of Section seventy- 
“ one as explained by Section four of this Law,—Penalty not 
“  exceeding Pive Pounds.”
Power to Protector 
to issue rations in 
certain cases, and to 
recover the cost 
thereof.
Section 95, Sub­
section 9, amended*
7— When an Indentured Immigrant makes a complaint to 
an Inspector that his employer has neglected to supply him 
with daily rations, in accordance with the Provisions of Section 
seventy-one of the said Law, as explained by Section four of 
this Law, it shall be lawful for the Protector or an Inspector 
to issue such rations to such Immigrant at the cost of the Immi­
gration Eund, and to recover the cost thereof from such em­
ployer in the District Court as money paid for such employer.
8— Section 95, Sub-section (9) of the said Law is hereby
amended, by substituting the word “  Governor” for the 
word “  Protector.”
Law l  of 1881, Sec­
tion 1, Sub-section 
1, amended.
9—Law 1 of 1881, Section 1, Sub-section 1, is hereby amend­
ed by substituting the words “ Section 8” for the words
“ Section 1” in line 1, and the word “ residence” for the word 
“ service” in line 3.
JAMAICA A W  4 OF 1883.
The Kingston Streets Reconstruction Law , 1883.
\16th ApHly 1883.]
HEREAS the Parochial Road Commissioners o f the 
Parish of Kingston have, in accordance with Law 20 
of 1881, Section 2, caused complete estimates, plans and speci­
fications, to he prepared of the repairs, improvements and re­
construction, of the streets of Kingston, including provision 
for the requisite drainage of Kingston, and have submitted 
the same to the Governor, for consideration and approval by 
him in Privy Council, and for the information and guidance 
o f the Legislative Council:—
And Whereas those estimates, plans and specifications, have 
been considered and approved by the Governor in Privy 
Council, and have been endorsed accordingly, and are now 
filed for reference in the Colonial Secretary’s Office :
And Whereas it is expedient to give the said Commis­
sioners special powers to enable them to effect the necessary 
repairs, improvements and reconstruction, of the streets of 
Kingston, according to the said plans and specifications, and 
for those purposes to borrow money, and to raise the funds 
necessary to enable them to repay the same with interest, 
and also to enable them more efficiently to keep the said 
streets in proper order and condition :—
And Whereas the said Commissioners have by resolution 
declared their desire that the powers aforesaid and herein­
after contained should be conferred upon them for the pur­
poses aforesaid:—
Be it enacted by the Governor and Legislative Council of 
the Island of Jamaica, as follows: —
1—In the construction of this Law, and of The Lands 
Clauses Law, 1872, as incorporated herewith, unless the con­
text necessarily requires a different construction,
Preamble.
Interpretation
Clause.
K ingston .
2
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Street A uthority.
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The Undertaking, 
the W orks.
The Prom oters o f 
the Undertaking.
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m ary Jurisdiction.
Laws incorporated.
[Ch. 4.] Kingston Streets Reconstruction Law , 1883.
1 4
Kingston’ means and includes the City o f Kingston, as 
defined by Law 27 of 1870, and all the lands in the 
Parish of Kingston lying to the westward of the lands 
of the Lunatic Asylum, of Waterloo Lodge, and o f 
Camperdown and the Deanery Pens.
Streets” includes roads, cross-streets, lanes, alleys, road­
ways, water-tables and bridges, and the land between 
water-tables and boundary fences or walls.
“  Street Authority” includes the Commissioners o f High­
ways and Bridges for the Parish of Kingston under the 
Act 25 Victoria, Chap. 18, and the Parochial Road 
Commissioners for the Parish of Kingston.
“ Commissioners” means the Parochial Road Commis­
sioners for the Parish of Kingston.
“ The Undertaking” and “ The Works” include the re­
pairs, improvement and re-construction, o f the streets 
o f Kingston, and the making provision for the drain­
age of Kingston under this Law, and the undertaking 
or works under this Law authorized to be executed.
“ The Promoters o f the Undertaking” means the Com­
missioners.
“ A Court o f Summarv Jurisdiction” means two Justices
w
of the Peace, or any Judge or Magistrate exercising the 
powers of two Justices.
2—The following Laws are, for the purposes o f this Law, in­
corporated therein and to be read therewith, except in so far 
as the same are not material for any such purpose, or are in 
any way modified by this Law, that is to say:
fa )  The Tax Collection Law, 1867, and all Laws for the 
time being in force amending or in aid o f the same, or 
substituted therefor:
(b )  The License and Registration Duties Law, 1867, and 
all Laws for the time being in force amending or in 
aid of the same, or substituted therefor:
f c )  The Lands Clauses Law, 1872, except Sections 10, 11, 
15,16, 67, 68, 84, 88, 89, 90, 91, 92, 93, 101, 104, 105 
and 106, so far as Section 106 relates to the deduction
9
of a percentage from money paid into the Treasury 
under this Law, and except so far as the said Law is 
varied by, or is inconsistent with, the Provisions of this 
Law.
(d) Law 13 of 1868, except Section 7.
P o w e r s  o f  C o m m i s s i o n e r s .
Kingston Streets Reconstruction Law, 1883. [Cu. 4.]
3 —It shall be lawful for the Commissioners
fa )  To cause the streets o f Kingston to be repaired, im­
proved and re-constructed, in accordance with the esti­
mates, plans and specifications, already so as aforesaid 
submitted to and approved by the Governor in Privy 
Council, or as the same may hereafter be from time to 
time modified or altered with the like approval : 
Provided that such parts only o f the works in the 
several streets shall be undertaken as the Governor
shall from time to time authorize by writing under his 
hand:
(b ) lo  equalize the width and height of the several 
causeways or piazzas in the said streets, and to restore 
the original width of the said streets respectively, 
and to make the same available to the extent o f such 
width for general and convenient use as public tho­
roughfares.; and for such purposes to remove, destroy, 
alter, divert, stop up or abate, any stairs, steps, enclo­
sures, posts, piles or other encroachments, obstructions, 
projections, materials and things, or such part or parts 
thereof respectively, as it shall, in the judgment of the 
Commissioners, be deemed necessary or desirable to 
remove, destroy, alter, divert or abate, for the purposes 
of this Law ; the Commissioners erecting or providing 
such other steps or stairs as they in their judgment 
shall deem suitable and proper, in the stead of any 
steps or stairs which may be so removed or stopped up, 
and which are shewn to the satisfaction of the Com­
missioners to have been erected by permission of the 
.Street Authority, or to have been erected for more 
than twenty years, and underpinning any walls or
Powers o f  Com­
missioners.
4 [Ch. 4.] Kingston Streets Keconsh'udion Laiv, 1888.
erections which, in consequence of any of the works,, 
may he left without proper support:
’ ( c j  To remove or fill up such cesspits in the streets of 
Kingston as the Commissioners deem it proper to close:
(d ) To cause such drains, culverts, pipings, sewer-gratings 
and water-tables, to be constructed, and such parts of 
the said streets respectively to be laid out for carriage
H
ways, and such parts thereof for foot passengers, as 
shall be deemed requisite or proper :
(e j  To enter upon and take any land, or any right of 
user or enjoyment, right o f way, or other right or ease­
ment, of, out of, over, upon, under or in connexion 
with, any land belonging to the City or any person,
and to make and complete, • and keep in repair and 
good order, from time to time, on such land, such 
works as may be requisite for the more complete drain­
age of the rain and other waters of Kingston :
( f )  Erom time to time to enter upon and take such 
lands as may be necessary for the purpose of widening, 
improving or altering, streets in accordance with the 
estimates, plans and specifications aforesaid, or as the 
same may hereafter from time to time be modified or 
altered as aforesaid :
(g )  To break up the surface of the streets of Kingston, 
and, for any of the purposes of the works, to divert 
wheeled traffic and horsekind from any streets or parts 
o f streets, and to close the same against horsekind and 
wheeled vehicles, for such periods of time as may be 
deemed necessary or expedient:
(h j To prohibit and prevent, permanently or temporarily, 
or to regulate and prescribe, the outlet of surplus and 
other waters from houses and landed property into or 
upon the streets of Kingston, or into or upon any 
drains, water-tables or sewers, in or under the same, 
or any portions of such streets, drains, water-tables or 
sewers :
(ij To employ and dismiss such engineers, superintend-
5ents, officers, tradesmen, labourers and workmen, and to 
prescribe for them such duties, and invest them with 
such powers and authorities, and to assign to them such 
salaries or wages, and to enter into such contracts in or 
about the works, or any part thereof, as may be deemed 
necessary or expedient.
4— In respect of houses and buildings within one hundred 
feet from any public drain, the Commissioners may, in all cases 
in which they deem it proper, require a pipe or a branch drain, 
covered or uncovered, and of such materials, of such size, at 
su q I i level, and with such fall, as they think necessary for the 
drainage of any house or building, its yard and offices, to be 
laid or constructed from such house, building or yard, to such 
public drain, at the expense of the owner or landlord of such 
house or building.
Notice of what is so required shall be in writing, signed by 
the Clerk of the Commissioners, and shall be delivered to the 
occupier of the house or building to which it relates, or be 
posted up conspicuously on such house or building, or upon 
some outer door or gate of the premises in which the same is 
situate.
Unless such notice is complied with within the time there­
by limited, which shall not be less than fourteen days after such 
notice shall have been so delivered or posted up as aforesaid, 
the Commissioners may, without further notice, proceed to lay 
sucb pipe, or construct such drain, or to remove, alter or 
complete, any pipe or drain already commenced to be laid or 
constructed ; and the expenses incurred by them in respect 
thereof, if not forthwith paid by the owner or landlord, oc­
cupier or tenant, of such house or building, shall be defrayed 
in the first instance out of the fund to the credit of the Com­
missioners.
5— All branch drains and pipes in connection with the 
public drains shall be under the survey and control of the 
Commissioners, and shall be altered, repaired and kept in 
proper order, at the cost of the owner or landlord of the house 
or building to which they belong, or for the use o f  which 
they are constructed or continued; and if the owner and
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landlord, occupier and tenant, o f any such house or building 
neglect, during fourteen days after notice in writing for that 
purpose has been delivered as aforesaid or posted conspicu­
ously as aforesaid, to alter, repair and put into good order, 
in the manner required by the Commissioners, any pipe or 
drain connected with such house or building, the Commis­
sioners may cause such drain or pipe to be altered, repaired 
and put in order, and the expenses incurred by the Com­
missioners in respect thereof shall be paid in the first instance 
out o f the fund to the credit o f the Commissioners.
6—All expenses incurred by the Commissioners, either i:or 
the original construction or laying of any branch drain or 
pipe, or for any alteration, repair, or making good of the 
same under Section 4 or Section 5 o f this Law, shall be re­
paid to the Commissioners by the owner or landlord of the 
house or building to which such drain or pipe belongs, or for 
the use of which the same is constructed or continued, or by
a
the occupier or tenant on his behalf, within seven days after 
demand made for the same, signed by the Clerk to the Com­
missioners, and served on such owner or landlord, occupier or 
tenant, either personally or by posting the same up conspicu­
ously on the said house or building, or upon some outer door 
or gate of the premises in which the same is situate; and in 
case the said expenses shall not be repaid accordingly, it shall 
be lawful for the Commissioners to recover the same by 
action of debt against either o f the persons served as aforesaid, 
or at their option to issue their warrant directed to their 
bailiff authorizing him to levy the amount, with all costs, by 
distress and sale of the goods and chattels for the time being 
in the house or building or on the premises aforesaid: Provided 
that any moneys paid in respect thereof to the Commissioners 
by any tenant may be recovered by such tenant from his 
landlord, or retained as against any rent due or growing due.
7 —The Commissioners shall cause to be taken away, i f  they 
think proper, any foundation, pillar, post or other projec­
tion, which may interfere with the true alignment of any
street, the same not being used as a support to any building or 
to any roof, without awarding any compensation to the owner,
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7although such foundation, pillar, post or projection, may have 
been in existence over twenty years ; and in no case whatever 
shall any owner or other person be permitted to re-build on 
such foundation, pillar, post or projection, without the sanction 
o f the Commissioners.
8— The Commissioners may acquire land and heredita­
ments, and rights and easements in, upon, over or under, 
lands, for the purposes o f this Law, including therein the 
power to purchase quarries or other lands in the Parish of 
Kingston, or in the Parish of Saint Andrew, or rights or ease­
ments in, upon, through, over or under, any such quar- 
ries or lands, in order to secure metal, stones or other mate­
rials, for the purposes o f this Law, and also may lay down, 
maintain and work, such tramways or other ways, either on 
any main or parochial road, or in any street, in either o f the 
said Parishes, or on any land acquired as aforesaid, as may be 
deemed necessary or convenient for the transportation of 
metal, stone or other materials, to be used in the works: Pro­
vided that such tramway shall he laid and worked in such 
manper as shall he approved of by the Director o f Public 
Works in the case of a main road, or the Parochial Road Com­
missioners in the case of a parochial road.
All lands, and all rights and easements in, upon, through, 
over or under, any lands, taken or acquired under this Law 
shall vest in the Commissioners, for the purposes o f the 
streets o f Kingston.
9— The Commissioners may from time to time make Regu­
lations—
for the guidance of their proceedings, and 
for the control and superintendence of the persons em­
ployed by them, and
for carrying into effect and enforcing the several powers 
conferred on them by this Law, and 
generally for carrying out the Provisions of this Law,
and' may from time to time add to, rescind, modify and vary, 
any Regulations in force hereunder.
All Regulations, and all rescissions, modifications and alte-
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rations thereof, and additions thereto, shall he subject to the 
approval of the Governor in Privy Council, who may approve 
or disapprove of the same, with or without modification, ad-
P
dition or alteration, as may be deemed proper.
The several Regulations, as approved by the Governor in 
Privy Council, shall be respectively published or notified in 
such general or special manner, and either generally or to 
special persons, as the Governor shall generally or specially 
direct:— >
Provided that in any proceedings for the breach of any Re­
gulation it shall not be necessary to prove that the same has 
been published or directed to be published as aforesaid.
Financial.
10— The Commissioners are hereby authorized, with the 
sanction of the Governor, to raise by Debentures from time to 
time a sum not exceeding in the aggregate the sum of Forty 
Thousand Pounds for the purposes of this Law.
11— Every Debenture issued under this Law shall be for a
W
sum not less than One Hundred Pounds sterling, payable *not 
less than ten or more than forty years from the day on which 
the first of the Debentures is issued, and shall bear interest at 
a rate not exceeding four per cent, per annum, payable quar­
terly on the first day of each of the months of January, April, 
July and October, in each year.
Each Debenture shall be signed by the Chairman of the 
Commissioners and at least two Commissioners, and, subject 
as aforesaid, shall be in such form and under such conditions, 
and for such sum, as the Commissioners shall determine; and 
every such Debenture, and the right to receive the principal 
and interest payable thereon, shall be transferable by delivery.
12— To every Debenture there shall be attached Coupons 
for the payment of the interest to become due upon the prin­
cipal secured by the Debenture. The Coupons may be in such 
form as the Commissioners may determine.
13— Every Debenture under this Law shall, before it is 
issued, be registered by the Clerk to the Commissioners in a 
Register Book, to be kept for that purpose in the office of the
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Commissioners; and the principal and interest o f the Deben­
tures issued under this Law shall be paid by the Commis­
sioners at their office as they become due.
14— In the eleventh year from the day on which the first of 
the Debentures is issued, and in every succeeding year until 
either all the Debentures have been redeemed or have become 
ultimately payable by the terms thereof, so many of the De­
bentures shall be redeemed, either by purchase in the open 
market or by drawing as hereinafter provided, as, after pay­
ment of the expenses attendant on such purchase or drawing, 
shall, correspond as nearly as may be to, but not exceed, the 
amount standing at the time to the credit of the Redemption 
Fund hereinafter created.
15— In every year as aforesaid, unless .the whole of the
money available as aforesaid has been applied in the purchase 
of Debentures, the Chairman of the Commissioners shall ap­
point a day for the drawing by lot of the Debentures to be 
redeemed. -  , r
16— When a day is appointed for drawing, the Chairman 
of the Commissioners shall give, by advertisement in the 
Gazette and in two local newspapers published in Kingston, 
not less than fifteen days’ previous notice, specifying the day 
on which, and the hour and place at which, the drawing will 
take place, and the nominal amount of the Debentures to be 
redeemed at that drawing.
17— On the day and at the hour and place so specified, 
the Chairman of the Commissioners shall hold a meet­
ing, at which the holder of any Debenture may (if he 
think fit) he present, and shall then, in the presence of such 
Debenture holders (if any) as may attend, and of a Notary 
Public, draw by lot, out of the whole number o f Debentures 
for the time being outstanding, Debentures of the specified 
nominal amount.
18— The Chairman of the Commissioners shall thereupon 
declare the distinguishing numbers of the Debentures drawno  u
for redemption, and shall as soon as may be, by advertise­
ment in the Gazette and in two local newspapers published 
in Kingston, specify those numbers, and appoint a day (not
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19— On the day so appointed for the payment of a Deben­
ture, or at any time thereafter, the Commissioners shall, on de­
mand, pay to the holder of such Debenture the principal 
moneys secured thereby, with all interest payable thereon up 
to the day so appointed.
20— Prom and after the day appointed for the re-payment 
of any Debenture, all interest on the principal moneys 
secured thereby shall cease and determine, whether payment 
of the principal have or have not been demanded.
21— Upon the payment of the princij^al moneys secured by 
any Debenture, the Debenture, with all the Coupons there­
unto belonging, shall be delivered up to the Commissioners to 
be cancelled. Any Debenture redeemed by purchase shall 
likewise be cancelled with all Coupons thereto belonging.
22— No money applied in redemption of a Debenture shall 
be re-borrowed, and no Debenture shall be issued in respect 
of, or in substitution for, any cancelled Debenture.
23— Upon proof, to the satisfaction of the Commissioners, 
that any Debenture issued under this Law has been lost or 
destroyed before the same is paid off, the Commissioners may, 
with the sanction of the Governor, issue a new Debenture 
corresponding with the Debenture so lost or destroyed; or if 
any Debenture so proved to have been lost or destroyed shall 
be overdue, the Commissioners may, with the sanction of the 
Governor, cause the money due thereon to be paid o ff: Pro­
vided that before any Debenture shall be renewed, or pay­
ment as aforesaid shall be made, the Commissioners shall cause 
notice to be published, for four consecutive weeks, in the Ja­
maica Gazette, of the particulars of the Debenture alleged to 
be lost or destroyed, and shall take good security to indemnify 
themselves against any loss which might otherwise be incur­
red in case any Debenture, stated to have been lost or de­
stroyed, should at any time afterwards be presented for pay­
ment, or interest should be claimed as due thereon.
[Ch. 4.] Kingston Streets Reconstruction Law, 1883.
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24— In order to provide for the payment of the principal 
and interest of the Debentures issued under this Law, there 
shall in every year, to commence on the first day of August 
next after the coming into operation of this Law, and so long 
as any of the said Debentures shall remain outstanding, be 
paid ahnually the tax following, that is to say ;—
For each house in Kingston of the annual value of Six 
Pounds or upwards, a tax at the rate of Nine Pence in 
the Pound of the annual value thereof.
Fop every other house in Kingston, a tax of Three Shil­
lings.
And the proceeds of the said tax shall be and the same are 
hereby specially pledged to the payment of the interest of 
the said Debentures, and to their gradual redemption through 
the agency of the Redemption Fund hereinafter constituted.
25— So long as any of the Debentures aforesaid shall remain 
outstanding a fund shall be constituted and maintained for the 
gradual redemption of the same. The proceeds of the tax 
aforesaid, after payment of the interest on the outstanding De­
bentures, shall be carried to this fund. The said fund is here­
inafter spoken of as the Redemption Fund.
26— In case it shall be found by the first day of June in any 
year that the proceeds of the tax specially pledged as afore­
said, as collected up to that day, amount to less than five-and- 
a-half per cent, on the total value of the whole of the De­
bentures previously issued (including any which have been 
redeemed), the Commissioners shall and they are hereby re­
quired forthwith to increase the tax aforesaid proportionally 
to such extent as may be necessary in order, during the ensu-• v 7 O
ing year, both to make good the deficiency in the past year, 
and also to make the minimum contribution to the fund for 
such year.
27— It shall be lawful for the Commissioners to increase
the tax aforesaid by notice to be posted up in their office, and
published in the Jamaica Gazette, to the effect that, the tax
%
imposed by this Law having proved insufficient for the pur­
pose for which it was imposed, the Commissioners have, in
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exercise of the powers by this Law vested in them, made 
such and such an increase in it.
After the publication of the notice aforesaid, the tax shall 
be payable at the increased rate instead of the rate fixed by 
this Law, and shall continue to be payable at such increased 
rate until it shall be reduced by notice in the same way as it- 
was increased : Provided always that the said tax shall never 
be reduced below the rate fixed by this Law : Provided also 
that no such reduction shall be made, or i f  made shall be o f 
any force or validity, unless the Auditor-General shall certify 
that lie has been satisfied that the reduction can properly be 
made consistently with the requirements of this Law.
28— In case default shall at any time be made in payment 
of the interest payable under this Law, or in case that in any 
year default shall be made in payment of the minimum con­
tribution required by this Law to be made to the Redemption 
Pund, and such default shall continue in the succeeding year, 
or the default of the preceding year shall not be made good 
in such last-mentioned year, it shall be lawful for the Supreme 
Court, on the application of any Debenture holder, to appoint' 
a Receiver, to receive as well the tax specially pledged by this 
Law to the payment of the principal and interest of the De­
bentures as all other taxes the proceeds of which are by law 
carried by the Treasurer to the credit of the Commissioners, or 
placed at their disposal, until such time as he has paid to the 
Debenture holders, or into the Supreme Court in trust for such 
Debenture holders as may not apply for the same, all out­
standing arrears of interest, and has paid to the Trustees o f the 
Redemption Pund any arrears of the contribution required by 
this Law to be made to that fund, together with all expenses 
attending the receivership, and all costs o f making the ap­
plication.
Any Receiver appointed as aforesaid shall, in collection and 
enforcement of the taxes aforesaid, have all the powers and 
immunities o f a Collector of Taxes.
29— The persons for the time being holding the several 
offices of Colonial Secretary, Treasurer and Auditor-General, 
shall be and the same are hereby ajipointed Trustees o f the 
Redemption Fund constituted by this Law. They shall, at the
13
close of each financial year, publish in the Gazette a full 
statement showing the amount of contribution to the said 
fund during the past year, and the then state of the said fund.
shall from time to time invest the said fund in such man­
ner as the Governor may direct, and shall also, from time to 
time with the like direction, change the investments. They 
shall also, from time to time as may be required by the Pro­
visions of this Law, realize the said investments, and place the 
same to the credit o f the Commissioners for the purchase of 
Debentures, or the liquidation o f such Debentures as may be 
drawn for redemption.
30— The Commissioners are hereby required, prior to any
issue of Debentures, to notify such intended issue to the Colonial
%
Secretary, specifying both the amount and the distinguishing
#
numbers of the Debentures to be issued ; and no Debenture 
shall be of any force or validity unless it has been included in 
such notification. Each such notification shall be published 
in the Jamaica Gazette, and shall be accompanied by a state­
ment shewing the aggregate amount of Debentures issued 
under this Law up to the date o f the publication of the noti­
fication aforesaid.
31— All moneys to be borrowed under the Provisions of this 
Law shall be paid by the lender to the Treasurer, to the 
credit of the Commissioners.
32 -T h e  Treasurer is hereby required to keep an account 
with the Commissioners, to be styled 46 The Kingston Streets 
Account, 1883,” io which he shall credit all moneys received 
for or in respect of Debentures issued under this Law, and he 
shall transfer to the debit o f the said account the amount 
standing in his books to the debit o f the Kingston Streets 
Reconstruction Advance Account, with interest, as by The King­
ston Streets Survey Law, 1881, provided, so as to balance the 
said last-mentioned account; he shall further debit the said 
account with any sum advanced to the Commissioners out of 
General Revenue under the authority o f this Law, and shall 
further debit the same writh all moneys paid in respect o f ex­
penses preliminary or incident to the passing of this Law, and 
with all moneys paid from time to time for the execution of 
the works.
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33—The Treasurer, with the sanction of the Governor, may 
pay from the moneys in his hands at the credit of “ The King­
ston Streets Account, 1883,” the drafts o f the Commissioners 
on account o f expenses preliminary or incident to the passing 
of this Law, or on account o f the works, as may he authorized 
by the Governor generally or specially, and on account o f such 
extraordinary expenses connected with the same as may be 
authorized by the Governor specially. All such drafts shall be 
headed “ Kingston Streets Reconstruction,” and there shall 
not be included in any such draft payment for anything or 
matter not included in the works.
34— A statement o f the account aforesaid, shewing the 
receipts and expenditure, after being audited by the Auditor- 
General, shall be published quarterly in the Jamaica Gazette.
35—In order the better to provide for the maintenance 
and repair of the streets of Kingston, there shall be paid in 
every year, to commence on the first day of August next after 
the coming into operation of this Law, the several duties here­
inafter stated, that is to say :—
For each head of horsekind kept and used in the Parish 
of Kingston, the sum of Three Shillings and Six Pence.
For each head of horsekind in Kingston, kept and used 
solely for livery stable purposes, the sum of Two Shil­
lings and Six. Pence.
For each wheel o f a carriage kept and used in the Parish 
of Kingston, the sum of Five Shillings.
For each wheel of a carriage in Kingston, kept and used 
so lely for livery stable purposes, the sum of Three Shil­
lings and Six Pence.
For each wheel of a wain or cart kept and used in King-O
ston, the sum of Three Shillings.
For each wheel o f a hackney carriage kept and used in
Kingston, the sum of Six Shillings and Eight Pence. 
And there shall also be stated annually on the Estimates for 
the Public Service, and shall be paid annually accordingly 
as part o f the General Expenditure, the sum of Two Hundred 
Pounds. The said sum, together with the proceeds of duties 
aforesaid, shall be carried by the Treasurer to the credit o f
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the Parochial Roacl Fund Account of the Parisli of KingstonO *
and shall be paid for such parochial road purposes as the 
Commissioners shall from time to time direct.
36— All taxes and duties imposed by this Law shall be 
payable and paid by the same persons, in the same manner, at 
the same times and places, and to the same officer* or persons, 
as other taxes for general public purposes in relation to the 
same subjects o f taxation are or for the time being shall be by 
law payable, and shall be received, collected and enforced, in 
the same manner, at the same time, and by the same officers, as 
other taxes in relation to the like several subjects o f taxation 
are or may for the time being be received, collected or en­
forced ; and all Laws for the time being in force for the col­
lection of taxes, or imposing any forfeiture, liability to seizure, 
fine or penalty, for any default in paying the same, shall be 
applicable in all respects to the taxes hereby imposed.
L e g a l .
37— The Commissioners shall be exempt from personal re­
sponsibility in respect of any claim in relation to the works 
hereby authorized; and all damages and costs recovery! against 
them, or any or either of them, for any sucli claim shall be 
paid by the Treasurer, on the order of the Governor, out of the 
fund to the credit of the Commissioners, or, when that is ex­
hausted or insufficient, then out of “ The Kingston Streets 
Account, 1883.”
38— Any action or prosecution against a person for anything 
done in pursuance or execution, or intended execution, of this 
Law shall be commenced within three months after the thino-
D
done and not otherwise.
Notice in writing of such action, and of the cause thereof, 
shall be given to the intended Defendant one month, at least, 
before the commencement of the action.
In any such action the Defendant may plead generally that 
the act complained of was done in pursuance or execution, or
• 1 _ f
intended execution, of this Law, and give the special matter in 
evidence at any trial to be had thereupon.
The Plaintiff shall not recover if tender of sufficient amends 
is made before action is brought, or if a sufficient sum of
Taxes to be col­
lected as other 
taxes of similar 
classes.
H ow  damages and 
costs against Com ­
missioners to be 
paid.
Lim itation o f 
Action in certain 
cases.
Notice o f action.
Pow er to plead 
general issue.
16
Costs.
Chairman’s Cer­
tificate as to cer­
tain matters to be 
evidence.
Penal tiesj for con­
travening Regula­
tions.
H ow  recoverable.
Penalty for ob 
etrncting the 
works.
money is paid into Court after action brought, by or on behalf 
o f the Defendant.
I f the verdict is for the Defendant, or if the Plaintiff is non­
suited or discontinues the action after issued joined, or if  
judgment is given against the Plaintiff, the Defendant shall 
recover his costs as between Attorney and Client, and shall 
have the like remedy for the same as a Defendant has by law 
for costs in other cases..
39— In all proceedings for any penalty under this Law, and 
in all actions, disputes, questions and proceedings, in any way 
relating to or arising out o f the execution, or intended execu­
tion, of the works or undertaking hereby authorized, or any 
part thereof, the certificate o f the Chairman of the Commis­
sioners as to the undertaking or any part thereof being autho­
rized by the Governor, or as to any Regulations having been 
approved by the Governor, or published as directed by him, 
or as to the employment of any person or persons by the 
Commissioners in or about the undertaking or any part thereof, 
or as to the scope or terms of such employment, or as to any 
particular work being authorized by the Commissioners as part 
o f and intended execution of the undertaking, shall in all 
Courts be prima facie evidence of the several matters therein 
certified; and his certificate as to any act, work or matter, bein'* 
deemed by the Commissioners to be proper, suitable, necessary 
or advisable, in or about the works, shall be conclusive evi­
dence of the matters therein certified.
M is c e l l a n e o u s .
40— Every person who shall contravene any Regulation in 
force for the time being under this Law shall forfeit a sum not 
exceeding Eive Pounds for each contravention, unless and ex­
cept in cases in which the penalty is by such Regulations 
limited not to exceed a smaller amount.
All penalties under this Law shall be recoverable summarily 
before a Court o f Summary Jurisdiction.
41 Every person who shall in any way obstruct, hinder or 
interfere with the execution of the works, or any part thereof, 
shall for each offence, on conviction thereof by a Court of 
Summary Jurisdiction, forfeit and pay a penalty or sum not
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exceeding Ten Pounds, and in default o f payment forthwith 
shall he imprisoned, with or without hard labour as the Court 
shall adjudge, for a period^ not exceeding three months, deter­
minable on the earlier payment of the penalty.
42— Any person intending, during the progress o f the works 
authorized by this Law, to erect a new building, or repair the 
frontage of any building in Kingston, shall give one month’s 
previous notice in writing to the Commissioners of his inten­
tion so to do, and furnish a ground plan of the frontage of such 
building for approval. Any omission on the part of any per­
son so to do will subject the party to a penalty not exceeding 
Five Pounds, and the Commissioners may cause any building 
erected or repaired without their approval to be taken down 
or removed, should they deem it necessary or desirable for any 
of the purposes set forth in Section 3 of this Law.
43— it  shall be lawful for the Treasurer on the warrant of 
the Governor,.prior to the raising of any loan under this Law, 
from time to time to advance to the Commissioners, out of the 
general assets o f this Island, any sum or sums not exceeding 
in the whole Five Hundred Pounds for the purpose of de­
fraying expenses or purchasing material preparatory to the 
works.
N otice o f  erection 
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4 4 —From and after the coming into operation of this Law 28 V ie . c. 24, See­
the Provisions of Section four o f the Act 28 Victoria, Chapter tlon rePealed* 
24, shall be deemed to be at an end; and if  by that time enough 
has not been collected to pay off the Debentures under that 
Act yet remaining outstanding, such deficiency shall be made 
good out of the Parochial Road Fund Account of the Parish 
of Kingston.o
When all the outstanding Debentures issued under the Provision for  here-
. _ . after declaring
Act 28 Victoria, Chapter 24, shall have been paid, or having that A ct not in 
been called in and being due the amounts due thereon shall 01 ce* 
have been set apart and appropriated for their payment on 
presentation, the Governor may, by Gazette notice, declare 
that that Act has ceased to be in operation, and it shall there­
upon cease to be in force.
Provided that notwithstanding the above Provision, or such Proviso, 
declaration and cesser, all taxes and duties already accrued 
and overdue under the said Act may be collected and enforced
18
Suspension Clause.
as fully as if this Law liad not passed, and that all moneys 
then remaining to the credit o f the Kingston Streets Account 
opened under the Provisions of that Act, and all moneys sub­
sequently collected under that Act, shall be transferred and 
paid to the credit of “  The Kingston Streets Account, 1883.”
45—This Law, shall not come into operation until Her Ma­
jesty’s Royal confirmation and allowance thereof shall have 
been signified in the Jamaica Gazette.u
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JAMAICA—LAW  5 OF 1883.
The Kingston Building Law , 1883.
[19th April, 1883.]
WHEREAS it is expedient that buildings in Kingston Preamble, should he placed more fully under Municipal supervi­sion, and that the erection of buildings therein should be regu­
lated by Law :
Be it enacted by the Governor and Legislative Council of 
the Island of Jamaica, as follows ; that is to say :—
1—In the construction of this Law (if not inconsistent with 
the context) the following terms shall have the respective 
meanings hereinafter assigned to them ; that is to say:—
Interpretation
olanse.
“ Public building” shall mean, every building used as a Public building, 
church, chapel, or other place of public worship; also 
every building used for the purposes of public instruc­
tion ; also every building used as a college, public hall, 
hospital, theatre, public lecture room, public exhibi­
tion room, or for any other public purpose.
“ External wall” shall include side wall, and shall apply External wall, 
to every outer wall or vertical enclosure of any build­
ing not being a party wall.
“ Party wall” shall apply to every wall used or built in Party wall, 
order to be used as a separation of any building from 
any other building with a view to the same being oc­
cupied by different persons.
Cross wall” shall apply to every wall used or built in Cross wall, 
order to be used as a separation of one part o f any 
building from another part of the same building, such 
building being wholly in one occupation.
2iide wall.
P arty  structure-
Area.
The base o f  the 
wall.
Owner.
Builder.
City Surveyor.
Person.
Municipal Board. 
Roadway.
[Ch. 5.] The Kingston Building Law, 1883.
“ Side wall” shall include e v e r y  wall o f a building within 
four feet from another building, or from land not be- 
lonffino* to the owner of the first-mentioned building
and not being a street or lane.
“ Party structure” shall include party walls and dividing 
walls, partitions and fences, between premises either 
owned or occupied by different persons, and also parti­
tions, arches, floors and other structures, separating 
buildings, stories or rooms, which belong to different 
owners, or which are approached by distinct staircases 
or separate entrances from without.
The “  area” of every building shall be deemed to be the 
superficies of a horizontal section of such building made 
at the point o f its greatest surface, including the exter­
nal walls and such portion of the party walls as belong 
to the building, but excluding any attached building 
the height of which does not exceed the height of the 
ground story.
“  The base of the wall” shall mean the course immediately 
above the footings.
“  Owner” shall apply to every person in possession or re­
ceipt either of the whole or any part of the rents or 
profits o f any land or tenement, or in the occupation 
of such land or tenement other than as a tenant from 
year tp year or for any less term, or as a tenant at will.
“ Builder” shall apply to and include the master-builder 
or other person employed to execute or who actually 
executes any work upon any building.
“  City Surveyor” shall mean the present; City Surveyor 
and every person who shall hereafter be appointed as 
City Surveyor, and shall include any Deputy or District 
or Assistant Surveyor appointed under this Law.
“  Person” shall include a body corporate.
“  Municipal Board” means the Municipal Board of the 
Parish of Kingston.
“  Roadway” in relation to any road, street, lane or way, 
shall mean the whole space open for traffic, whether 
carriage traffic and foot traffic, or foot traffic only.
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The term “  centre o f the roadway” in relation to any 
road, passage or way, existing at the time of the passing 
of this Law, or thereafter formed, shall mean the centre 
o f the roadway of such road, passage or way, as exist­
ing immediately before the time when first after the 
commencement of this Law, or the formation o f the 
same, any house or building fronting towards or abut­
ting upon such road, passage or way, was begun to be 
constructed or extended.
The term “  the prescribed distance” shall mean the dis­
tance prescribed by the Municipal Board, by notice 
published in the Gazette, in respect o f any particular 
road, street, lane or way, or any particular portion 
thereof respectively, to be named in such notice; and in 
respect o f the roads, streets, lanes and ways, or portions 
thereof respectively, in respect o f which no distance has 
been prescribed in manner aforesaid, shall mean twenty 
• feet from the centre o f the roadway of a road or street, 
and twelve feet from the centre of the roadway of a lane 
or other way narrower than a road or street.
“  Commencement of this Law” means the day on which 
Her Majesty’s confirmation of this Law shall be sig­
nified in the Jamaica Gazette.
2—This Law shall extend to and be in force in all places 
within the City of Kingston as defined by Law 27 of 1870 
until and except as the City of Kingston is, from time to time 
or at any time, otherwise defined for the purposes of this Law 
under or in accordance with the Provisions of Law 2 of 1873; 
whereupon this Law shall from time to time extend to and 
be in force in all places within the limits o f the City of King­
ston so for the time being defined.
PART I.
R e g u l a t i o n  a n d  S u p e r v i s i o n  o p  B u i l d i n g s .
3—All buildings under the supervision or control o f any 
officer of the Imperial Government, or o f the Director of Pub­
lic Works, shall be exempt from the operation of the first part 
o f this Law.
Centre o f  the road
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4— With, the exception hereinbefore mentioned, this Law 
shall apply to all new buildings, and to all old buildings 
which the Municipal Board shall hereafter, under the Provi­
sion of Section 89 of this Law, require to be renewed; and when­
ever mention is herein made of any building it shall, unless 
the contrary appears from the context, be deemed to imply a 
new building, or an old building so required to be renewed.
5— A building shall be deemed to be new whenever the en­
closing walls thereof have not been carried higher than the 
footings previously to the commencement of this Law ; any 
other building shall be deemed to be an old building.
6— Any alteration, addition or other work, made or done for 
any purpose, except that of necessary repair not affecting the 
construction of any external or party wall, in, to or upon, any 
old building, or in, to or upon, any new building after the 
roof has been covered in, shall to the extent of such alteration, 
addition or work, be subject to the regulations of this Law ; 
and whenever mention is hereinafter made of any alter action, 
addition or work, in, to or upon, any building it shall, unless 
the contrary appears from the context, be deemed to imply 
an alteration, addition or work, to which this Law applies.
7— Whenever any old building has been destroyed, da­
maged or taken down, to an extent exceeding one-half of such 
building, such half to be measured in cubic feet, the re-build­
ing thereof shall be deemed to be the erection of a newO
building, and every portion of such old building that is not 
in conformity with the regulations of this Law shall be forth­
with taken down.
-
8— Whenever any old buildings are separated by timber or 
other partitions not in conformity with this Law, then, if  
such partitions are removed to the extent of one-half thereof, 
such buildings shall, as respects the separation thereof, be 
deemed to be new buildings, and be forthwith divided from 
each other in the manner directed by this Law.
9— After the commencement of this Law no house or building 
shall be constructed or begun to be constructed, and no house 
or building shall be extended or begun to be extended, in such
[Oh. 5.] The Kingston Building Law, 1883.
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manner that the external wall or front o f any such house or 
building, or if there be a forecourt or other space left in front 
o f any such house or building the external fence or boundary 
o f such forecourt or other space, shall be at a distance less 
than the prescribed distance from the centre o f the road­
way of any road, street, lane or way, without the consent 
in writing of the Municipal Board: Provided always that 
the Board may, in any case where it may think it expedient, 
consent to the construction, formation or extension, o f any 
house, building, forecourt or space, at a distance less than 
the prescribed distance from the centre o f the roadway of 
any such road, street, lane or way, and at such distance from 
the centre o f such roadway, and subject to such conditions 
and terms (if any), as they may think proper to sanction.
1 0 —In every case where any such house, building, fore- N otice to  set baok 
court or space, is constructed, formed or extended, or is begun buildmgs- 
to be constructed, formed or extended, in contravention of 
the Provisions of Section 9, at a distance from the centre 
o f the roadway of any such road, street, lane or way, as afore­
said less than the prescribed distance, or than such other 
distance as may have been sanctioned by the Board, or con­
trary to the conditions and terms (if any) subject to which 
such sanction was obtained, the Municipal Board may serve 
a notice upon the owner or occupier o f the said house, 
building, forecourt or space, or upon the builder or person 
engaged in constructing, forming or extending the same, re­
quiring him to comply with the Provisions of the said Section, 
and to cause such house, building, forecourt or space, or any 
part thereof, to be set back so that the external wall o f such 
house or building, or the external fence or boundary of such 
forecourt or space, shall be at a distance not less than the 
prescribed distance from the centre o f the roadway of such 
road, street, lane or way as aforesaid, or at such distance . 
and according to such conditions and terms (if any) as the 
Board may have sanctioned.
Provided always that the Provisions of this and the pre­
ceding Section shall not affect the construction or extension of 
any house or building lawfully in course of construction or 
extension at the time of the passing of this Law.
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Penalties for  dis 
obedience to no* 
tice.
11—In case any owner, occupier, builder or person, 
during twenty-eight days after the service o f any notice 
under the preceding Section neglects or refuses to comply 
with the requirements of such notice, or after the expira­
tion of such period fails to carry out or complete the works 
necessary for such compliance with all reasonable despatch 
he shall be liable to a penalty o f not less than forty shil­
lings, and not more than five pounds, and to a further pe­
nalty o f not less than ten shillings, and not more than forty 
shillings, for each day during which such default continues 
after the first day after the expiration of the time limited 
by such notice.
Construction o f  
walls.
12—Walls shall be constructed o f such substances, and 
of such thickness, and in such manner, as are mentioned in 
the first Schedule annexed hereto.
R ules as to re- ' 1 3 — The following rules shall be observed with resnect tn
cesses and openings . . I
in  walls. recesses and openings in walls:—
Recesses and openings may be made in external walls, pro­
vided—
1. That the backs of such recesses are not o f less thick­
ness than eight-and-a-half inches, and
2. That the area o f such recesses and openings do not,
taken together, exceed one-half o f the whole area of 
the wall in which they are made:
Recesses may be made in party walls, provided that__
1 . The backs of such recesses are not o f less thickness
than thirteen inches ; and
2. That every recess so formed is arched over, and that
the area of such recesses do not, taken together, ex­
ceed one-half o f the whole area of the wall o f the
story in which they are made; and
3. That such recesses do not come within one foot of the
inner face o f the external w alls;
But no opening shall be made in any party-wall except in 
accordance with the rules o f this Law.
The word “ area as used in this Section shall mean the
area of the vertical face or elevation of the wall, pier or re­
cess, to which it refers.
714j— Loophole frames* may be fixed within one incli-and-a- 
half of the face of any external wall, hut all other wood work 
fixed in any external wall, except bressummers and story posts 
under the same, and frames of doors and windows of shops on 
the ground story of any building, shall be set back four inches 
at the least from the external face of such wall.
15— The following rules shall be observed with respect to 
bressummers and timbers :—
1. Every bressummer must have a bearing in the direc-
4
tion of its length of four inches at the least at each 
end, upon a sufficient pier o f brick or stone, or upon 
a timber or iron story post fixed on a solid founda­
tion, in addition to its bearing upon any party w all; 
and the ends of such bressummer shall not be placed 
nearer to the centre line of the party walls than four- 
and-a-half inches:
2. No bond timber or wood plate shall be built into any
party wall, and the ends o f any beam or joist bear­
ing on such walls shall be at least four-and-a-half 
inches from the centre line of the party walls :
3. Every bressummer bearing upon any party wall must
be borne by a templet or corbel of stone or iron tailed 
through at least half the thickness o f such wall, and 
of the full breadth of the bressummer.
16— I f  any gutter, any part of which is formed of combus­
tible materials, adjoins an external wall, then such wall must 
be carried up so as to form a parapet one foot at the least 
above the highest part o f such gutter, and the thickness o f 
the parapet so carried up must be at least eight-and-a-half 
inches, reckoned from the level of the underside of the gutter 
plate.
17— Every side wall o f a building shall be carried up to a 
height of at least fifteen inches above that part o f the roof, 
flat or gutter, o f such building that adjoins thereto ; and if  
such side wall be a gable wall the heights shall be such as 
shall give at all points a distance of at least fifteen inches, 
measured at right angles to the slope of the roof.
18— Every party wall shall be carried up above the roof,
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flat or gutter, o f  the highest building adjoining thereto, to such 
height as will give a distance of fifteen inches measured at 
right angles to the slope of the roof, or fifteen inches above 
the highest part o f any flat or gutter, as the case may b e ; and 
every party wall shall be carried up above any turret, dormer, 
lantern light, or other erection o f combustible materials, fixed 
upon the roof or flat o f any building within four feet from 
such party wall, and shall extend at the least twelve inches 
higher and wider on each side than such erection; and every 
party wall shall be carried up above any part o f any roof op­
posite thereto, and within four feet from such party wall.
19—  In a party wall no chase shall be made wider than four­
teen inches, nor more than four-and-a-half inches deep from 
the face o f the wall, nor so as to leave less than eight-and-a- 
half inches in thickness at the back or opposite side thereof, 
and no chase may be made within a distance o f seven feet 
from any other chase on the same side o f the wall.
20— The roofs o f buildings shall be constructed as follows, 
that is to say :—
1 . The flat, gutter and roof, o f every building, and every
turret, dormer, lantern light, skylight or other erec­
tion, placed on the flat or roof thereof, shall be ex- 
, ternally covered with slates, tiles, metal, or such
other incombustible materials as may be approved 
by the City Surveyor, except the doors, door frames, 
windows and window frames, o f such dormers, tur­
rets, lantern lights, skylights or other erections :
2. The plane of the surface o f the roof o f a warehouse or
othe^ building used either wholly or in part for pur­
poses o f trade or manufacture shall not incline from 
the external or party walls upwards at a greater 
angle than forty-seven degrees with the horizon,
21—  The following: rules shall be observed as to chimniesO
and flues:—
1. An arch of brick or stone or a bar o f wrought iron 
must be built over the opening o f every chimney 
to support the breast thereof, and i f  the breast pro­
jects more than four-and-a-half inches from the face
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9of the wall, and the jamb on either side is o f less 
width than seventeen-nnd-a-half inches, the abut- 
ments must he tied in by an iron bar or bars turned 
up and down at the ends and built into the jambs 
for at least eight-and-a-half inches on each side :
2. The jambs of every chimney must at the least be
eight-and-a-half inches wide on each side of theO
opening thereof:
§ ____
3. The breast o f every chimney, and the front, withe,
•partition and back, o f every flue, must at the least 
be four inches in thickness:
4 s . The thickness o f the upper side of every flue, when 
its course makes with the horizon an angle o f less 
than forty-five degrees, must be at the least eight- 
and-a-half inches:
#
5. Every chimney shaft shall be carried up in brick or
stone work all round, at the least four inches thick, 
to a height o f not less than six feet above the roof, 
flat or gutter, adjoining thereto, measured at the 
highest point in the line of junction with such roof, 
flat or gutter:
6. The brickwork or stonework of any chimney shaft,
excepting that of the furnace of any «steam engine 
or manufactory, shall not be built higher above the 
roof, flat or gutter, adjoining thereto, measured 
from the highest point of the line of junction with 
such roof, flat or gutter, than a height equal to six 
times the least width of such chimney shaft at the 
level o f such highest point in the line of junction, 
unless such chimney shaft is built with and bonded 
to another chimney shaft not in the same line with 
the first, or otherwise rendered secure :
7. The hearth or slab of every chimney shall be bedded
wholly on brick, stone, or other incombustible sub­
stance, and shall be solid for a thickness o f seven 
inches at the least beneath the upper surface o f such 
hearth or slab :
8 . No flue shall be built against any party structure,
The Kingston Building Law , 1888. [Cn. 5.]
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unless a withe is properly secured thereto, at least 
four inches in thickness :
9. No chimney breast or shaft built with or in any
party wall shall he cut away unless the City Sur­
veyor certifies that it can he done without injuriously 
affecting the stability of any building :
10. No timber or wood work shall he placed,
In any wall or chimney breast nearer than twelve 
inches to the inside of any flue or chimney open­
ing ;
Under any chimney openings within eighteen 
inches from the upper surface of the hearth of 
such chimney opening;
Within two inches from the face of the brickwork 
or stonework about any chimney or flue, where 
the substance of such brickwork or stonework is 
less than eight-and-a-lialf inches thick, unless 
the face of such brickwork or stonework is ren­
dered ;
And no wooden plugs shall be driven nearer than six 
inches to the inside of any flue or chimney open­
ing, nor any iron holdfast or other iron fastening 
nearer than two inches thereto :
11. No chimney other than a kitchen chimney shall be
erected except with the permission of the Munici­
pal Board, and in accordance with plans approved 
of by the City Surveyor, and in accordance with 
the directions of the City Surveyor.
22—The following rules shall be observed as to close fires 
and pipes for conveying heated vapour or water, that is to say:—
1. The floor under every oven or stove used for the pur­
pose of trade or manufacture, and the floor around 
the same for a space of eighteen inches, shall be 
formed of materials of an incombustible and non­
conducting nature :
2. No pipe for conveying heated air or steam shall be
fixed nearer than six inches to any combustible ma­
terials :
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3. No pipe for conveying hot water shall be placed
nearer than three inches to any combustible mate­
rials :
4 . No pipe for conveying smoke or other products of
combustion shall be fixed nearer than nine inches to 
any combustible material :
And if  any person fails in complying with the rules o f this Penalty.
Section he shall, for each offence, incur a penalty not exceed­
ing twenty pounds.
23—  The following rules shall be observed with respect to Rules as to habita-
°  . . b le  room s.
habitable rooms in any building, that is to say:—
1. Every habitable room hereafter constructed in any
building, except rooms in the roof thereof and cel­
lars and underground rooms, shall be in every part 
at least seven feet in height from floor to ceiling.
2. Every habitable room hereafter constructed in the
roof o f any building shall be at least seven feet in 
height from the floor to the ceiling throughout not 
less than half the area of such room.
And whosoever knowingly suffers any room that is not con- Penalties, 
structed in conformity with this Section to be inhabited shall, 
in addition to any other liabilities he may be subject to under 
this Law, incur a penalty not exceeding twenty shillings for 
every day during which such room is inhabited; and any 
room in which any person passes the night shall be deemed 
to be inhabited within the meaning of this Law.VJ
24— The following rules shall be observed as to projections: Rules as to pro-
jections.
1. Every coping, cornice, facia, window dressing, portico, 
balcony, piazza, verandah, balustrade, and architec­
tural projection or decoration whatsoever, and also 
the eaves or cornices to any overhanging roof, ex­
cept the cornices and dressings to the window fronts 
o f shops, and except the eaves and cornices o f de-  ^
tached and semi-detached dwelling houses distant at 
least fifteen feet from any other building and from 
the ground of any adjoining owner, shall, unless the
The Kingston Building Law, 1888. [Ch. 6.J
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Municipal Board otherwise permit, he of brick, tile, 
stone, artificial stone, slate, metal, cement or other 
fire proof material:
2. In streets and lanes of a less width than thirty-
feet, any shop front may project beyond the external 
wall of the building to which it belongs for five 
inches and no more, and any cornice of any such 
shop front may project thirteen inches and no more; 
and in any street or lane of a width greater than 
thirty feet, any shop front may project ten inches 
and no more, and the cornice may project for eigh­
teen inches from the external walls, but no more:
3. No part of the woodwork of any shop front shall be
fixed nearer than four-and-a-half inches from the 
line of junction of any adjoining premises, unless a 
pier or corbel o f stone, brick or other fire proof ma­
terial, four-and-a-half inches wide at the least, is 
built or fixed next to such adjoining premises as high 
as such woodwork is fixed, and projects an inch at 
the least in front of the face thereof :
4. The roof, fiat or gutter, of every building, and of every 
• balcony, verandah, piazza, shop front or other pro­
jection, must be so arranged and constructed, and so 
supplied with gutters and pipes, as to prevent the 
water therefrom from dropping upon or running 
over any public w ay:
5. Except in so far as is permitted by this Section in case
of shop fronts, and with the exception of water pipes 
and their appurtenances, copings, cornices, facias, 
window dressings and other like architectural deco­
rations, no projection from any building shall extend 
beyond the general line of fronts in any street, except 
with the permission of the Municipal Board.
25 The following rules shall be observed as to the separa-
tion of buildings and limitation of their areas:—
1 . Every building shall be separated by external or party 
walls from any adjoining building:
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2. Separate sets of chambers or rooms tenatned by dif­
ferent persons shall, if contained in a building ex­
ceeding three thousand six hundred square feet in 
area, be deemed to be separate buildings and be divi­
ded accordingly, so far as they adjoin vertically by 
party walls, and so far as they adjoin horizontally 
by party arches or fire-proof floors:
3. I f any building in one occupation is divided into two
or more tenements, each having a separate entrance 
and staircase, or a separate entrance from without, 
every such tenement shall be deemed to be a separate 
building for the purposes of this Law :
4. Every warehouse, or other building used either wholly
or in part for the purposes of trade or manufacture, 
containing more than one hundred and eight thousand 
cubic feet, shall be divided by party walls in such 
manner that the contents of each division thereof shall 
not exceed the above-mentioned number of cubic feet.
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26—The following rules shall be observed as to uniting 
buildings:—
1. No buildings shall be united unless they are wholly
in the same occupation :
2. No buildings shall be united if  when so united they
will, considered as one building only, be in contra­
vention of any of the Provisions of this Law :
Rules as to uniting 
buildings.
3. No opening shall be made in any party wall dividing 
buildings which, if  taken together, would contain 
more than one hundred and eight thousand cubic 
feet, except under the following conditions-:—
Such opening shall not exceed in width seven 
feet, or in height eight feet;
Such opening shall have the floor, jambs and head, 
formed of brick, stone or iron, and be closed by 
two wrought iron doors, each a quarter of an inch 
thick in the panel, at a distance from each other 
of the full thickness o f the wall, fitted to rebated 
frames without wood work of any kind:
14
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4s. Whenever any buildings which have been united cease 
to be in the same occupation, any openings made in 
the party walls dividing the same shall be stopped 
up with brick or stone work of the full thickness of 
the wall itself, and properly bonded therewith.
27— Every building used or intended to be used as a dwell­
ing house, unless all the rooms can be lighted and ventilated 
from a street or lane adjoining, shall have, in the rear or on 
the side thereof, an open space exclusively belonging thereto 
of the extent at least of one hundred square feet.
28— The following rules shall be observed as to latrines :—
1. The foundations of the vault of each latrine shall rest
on a bed of concrete, and the walls rising therefrom 
shall not be less than thirteen-and-a-half inches in 
thickness throughout, and shall internally be covered 
and kept covered throughout with a coating of Port- 
* land cement : , ♦
2. Each latrine shall be provided with steps in such
number, and constructed in such manner and of such 
materials, as the City Surveyor shall direct :
3. Latrines below or to the southward of Barry Street shall
be subject to the same rules, but with the limitation
that they shall be constructed as much as possible §
above ground, and that the concrete bed for the 
foundation shall not be laid deeper than two feet 
. from the surface, and, in cases where so required by 
the City Surveyor, shall not be laid deeper than 
eighteen inches from the surface.
29— All latrines upon any premises which were burnt or 
partially burnt in the late conflagration shall, upon such 
premises being in whole or in part rebuilt or reinstated, be 
subject to and brought into conformity with the said rules, or 
such of them as shall bo applicable to the locality in which 
they arc situate.
30— Notwithstanding anything herein contained, every pub­
lic building, including the Avails, roofs, floors, doors, galleries 
and staircases, shall be constructed in such manner as may be
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approved by the City Surveyor, or, in the event of disagree­
ment, as may be determined by the Municipal Board; and save 
in so far as respects the rules of construction, every public 
Building shall throughout this Law he deemed to be included 
in the term ‘ building,” and he subject to the Provisions of this 
Law, in the same manner as if  it were a building erected for 
a purpose other than a public purpose.
T h e  C i t y  S u r v e y o r .
31—With the exemptions hereinbefor.e mentioned, every 
building, and every work done to, in or upon, any building, 
shall be subject to the supervision of the City Surveyor.
32— I f  the City Surveyor is prevented by illness, infirmity, 
or any other unavoidable circumstance, from attending to the 
duties of his office, he may, with the consent of the Municipal 
Board, appoint some person as his deputy to perform all his 
duties for such time as he may be prevented from executing them.
33— If at any time it appears to the Municipal Board that, 
on account of the pressure of business or on any other account, 
the City Surveyor cannot discharge his duties promptly and 
efficiently for the whole City, then such Board may divide the 
City into two or more districts, and assign and appoint District 
Surveyors thereto to assist the City Surveyor in such districts 
in the performance of his duties, or may appoint some other 
person or persons to give such assistance to the City Surveyor; 
and each such District Surveyor or other person shall be en­
titled to receive all fees payable in respect of the services per­
formed by him.
34i—If any building is erected, or any work done to, in or 
upon, any building, by or under the superintendence of the 
City Surveyor acting professionally or on his own private ac­
count, it shall not be lawful for such Surveyor to survey any 
such building for the purpose of this Law, or to act as City 
Surveyor in respect thereof, or in any matter connected there­
with, but it shall be his duty to give notice thereof to the Mu­
nicipal Board, who shall then appoint some other person to act 
as Surveyor in respect of such matter.
Buildings to be 
under supervision 
o f City Surveyor.
City Surveyor may 
appoint deputy 
with consent.
Appointment o f 
District Surveyors 
or Assistants to 
City Surveyor.
Supervision o f 
buildings o f  City 
Surveyor or under 
bis professional 
superintendence.
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N o t ic e s  t o  t h e  C i t y  S u r v e y o r .
N°ticeatobe given 35—q v 0 days before the following acts or events, that is to
to  City Surveyor *
by builder. 8 a y ,—
Two days before any building or other work to, in or 
upon, any building is commenced, and also
I f  the progress of any such building or work is, after the 
commencement thereof, suspended for any period ex­
ceeding three months, two days before such building or 
work is resumed, and also
If during the progress of any such building or work the 
builder employed thereon is changed, then two days 
before any new builder enters upon the continuance of
such building or work,
It shall be the duty of the builder engaged in building or re­
building such building, or in executing such work, or in con­
tinuing such building or work, to give to the City Surveyor 
notice in writing stating the situation, area and height, and 
intended use, of the building or buildings about to be com­
menced, or to or in or upon which any work is to be done, 
and the number of such braidings if more than one, and also 
the particulars of any such proposed work, and stating also 
his own name and address; but any works to, in or upon, the 
same buildings that are in progress at the same time may be 
included in one notice.
Duty O f City Sur- 36—The City Surveyor shall, upon the receipt of any such 
bmi°ding88^ dey notice as aforesaid, and also upon any work affected by the 
beUobservedaW t0 rules of this Law, but in respect of which no notice has been
given, being: observed by or made known to him, and also
O  J O  "
from time to time during the progress of any works affected 
by the rules and directions of this Law, as often as may be ne­
cessary for securing the due observance of such rules, survey 
any building or work placed under his supervision, and cause 
all the rules of this Law to be duly observed.
Notice to be evi­
dence as against 
builder o f in­
tended works.
37—Every notice given in pursuance of this Law shall be 
deemed, in any question relative to any building or work, to 
be prim djacie evidence as against such builder of the nature 
of the building or work proposed to be built or done.
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38— If any builder neglects to give notice in any of the cases 
aforesaid, or executes any work of which he is hereby required 
to give notice before giving the same, or having given due 
notice of any work executes the same before the expiration 
of two days from the time of giving such notice, such builder 
shall for every offence incur a penalty not exceeding twenty 
pounds.
39— At all reasonable times during the progress of any 
building or work affected by this Law, it shall be lawful for 
the City Surveyor to enter and inspect such building or work; 
and if* any person refuses to admit such Surveyor to inspect 
such building or work, or refuses or neglects to afford such 
Surveyor all reasonable assistance in such inspection, in every 
such case the offender shall incur for each offence a penalty 
not exceeding twenty pounds.
40— The City Surveyor may at all reasonable times enter 
any premises, with the exception of buildings hereinbefore 
expressly exempted from the operation of Part I. of this Law, 
for the purpose of ascertaining whether any buildings erected 
in such premises are in such a situation or possess such cha­
racteristics as are hereinbefore required in order to exempt 
them from the operation of this Law, and he may do all such 
things a? are necessary for the above purpose, and if any per­
son refuses to admit such Surveyor to enter such premises or 
to inspect any such building, or neglects to afford to him all 
reasonable assistance in such inspection, in every such case the
offender shall incur a penalty not exceeding twenty pounds.
$ .
41— I f  by reason of any emergency any act or work is re­
quired to be done immediately, or before notice can be given 
as aforesaid, then it shall be lawful to do the act or work so 
required to be done, upon condition that before the expira­
tion of twenty-four hours after such act or work has been 
begun notice thereof is given to the City Surveyor.
42— In the following cases, that is to say,—
If in erecting any building, or in doing any work to, in 
or upon any building, anything is done contrary to
The Kingston Building Laic, 1883. [Ch. 5.]
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any o f the rules o f this Law, or anything required by 
this Law is omitted to he done, or,
In cases where due notice has not been given, if  the City 
Surveyor, on surveying or inspecting any building or 
work, finds that the same is so far advanced that he 
cannot ascertain whether anything has been done con­
trary to the rules o f this Law, or whether anything re­
quired by the rules of this Law has been omitted to he 
done,
In every such case the City Surveyor shall give to the builder 
engaged in erecting such building, or in doing such work, 
notice in writing requiring such builder, within forty-eight 
hours from the date o f such notice, to cause anything done 
contrary to the rules o f this Law to be amended, or to do any­
thing required to be done by this Law but which has been 
omitted to be done, or to cause so much o f any building or 
work as prevents such City Surveyor from ascertaining 
whether anything has been done or omitted to be done as 
aforesaid to be to a sufficient extent cut into, laid open or 
pulled down.
On non-com pliance 
w ith  notice, power 
to  justice to order 
com pliance in 
whole or part, upon 
summons to build­
er.
43—I f  the builder to whom such notice is given makes de­
fault in complying with the requisition thereof within such 
period of forty-eight hours, the City Surveyor may cause com­
plaint o f such non-compliance to be made before a Justice 
of the Peace, and such Justice shall thereupon issue a summons 
requiring the builder so in default to appear before him, and 
if upon his appearance, or in his absence upon due proof o f the 
service of such summons, it appears to such Justice that the re­
quisitions made by such notice or any o f them are authorized 
by this Law, he shall make an order on such builder command­
ing him to comply with the requisitions of such notice, or any 
of such requisitions that may in his opinion be authorized by 
this Law, within a time to be named in such order.
Penalties on build­
er and powers o f 
C ity Surveyor i f  
order o f  Justice 
n o t  obeyed.
44— I f  such order is not complied with, the builder on whom 
it is made shall incur a penalty not exceeding twenty pounds 
a day during every day of the continuance of such non-com­
pliance, and in addition thereto the City Surveyor may, if  he
19
thinks fit, proceed with a sufficient number o f workmen to 
enter upon the premises, and do all such things as may he 
necessary for enforcing the requisitions o f such notice, and 
for bringing any building or work into conformity with the 
rules o f this Law; and all expenses incurred by him in so 
doing, and in any such proceedings as aforesaid, may be re­
covered from the builder on whom such order was made, or 
from the owner of the premises, by plaint in the City o f 
Kingston Court at the instance o f the City Surveyor, or if  the 
owner cannot be found, or is under disability, or i f  on demand 
he refuses or neglects to pay the aforesaid expenses, then the 
City Surveyor, with the concurrence of the Municipal Board, 
and under a resolution o f that Board, shall have the same 
power of taking and selling the building in respect o f which 
the order is made, and applying the proceeds, as is herein given 
to the Municipal Board in the case of dangerous structures.
45— The City Surveyor shall, when thereunto required by 
the Municipal Board or by the Board of Health for Kingston, 
give notice in writing to the owner or occupier o f any premises 
requiring that any latrine on such premises, whether a new or 
an old building, shall before a day to be named in such notice, 
being not less than ten days after the day of service o f such no­
tice, be brought into conformity with the rules hereby enacted 
in respect o f latrines, so far as they are applicable to the loca­
lity in which they .are situate.
t
I f  such notice is not complied with, the owner or occupier
on whom such notice is served shall incur a penalty not ex­
ceeding twenty pounds a day for every day during the con­
tinuance of such non-compliance, and, in addition thereto, the 
City Surveyor shall have and may exercise all the powers for 
enforcing the requisition of such notice as are vested in or 
conferred upon him by the next preceding Section of this Law 
in respect o f orders or notices therein mentioned.
46— I f  any workman, labourer, servant or other person, em­
ployed in or about any building wilfully, and without the 
privity or consent o f the person causing such work to be done, 
does anything in or about such building contrary to the rules
The Kingston Building Late, 1888• [Ch. 5.J
N otices as to  la ­
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Pow ers o f  en forc­
in g  same.
P enalty  on w ork­
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ven ing the rules o f  
this Law*
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of this Law, he shall for each such offence incur a penalty not 
exceeding fifty shillings.
47— Whenever any builder is desirous of erecting any iron 
building, or any other building to which the rules of this Law 
are inapplicable, he shall make an application to the Munici­
pal Board stating such desire, and setting out a plan of the 
proposed building, with such particulars as to the construction 
thereof as may be required by the said Board, and the latter, if 
satisfied with such plan and particulars, shall signify their ap­
proval of the same, and thereupon such buildings may be con­
structed according to such plan and particulars, but it shall 
not be lawful for such Board to authorize any warehouse, or 
any other building used either wholly or in part for the pur­
poses of trade or manufacture, to be erected of greater dimen­
sions than one hundred and eight thousand cubic feet, unless 
it is divided by party walls in manner hereinbefore required.
48— The Municipal Board may, for the purpose of regulating
the proceedings of such applicants as aforesaid, from time to
time issue such general rules as to the time and manner of 
making such applications, as to the plans to be presented, as to
the expenses to be incurred, and as to any other matter or 
thing connected therewith, as they may think fit.
49— The approval by the Municipal Board of any plans or 
particulars in pursuance of the foregoing Provisions shall be 
signified by writing under the hand of the Clerk of the Board, 
and countersigned by the Chairman of such Board.
50— All expenses incurred in and about the obtaining such 
approval of the Municipal Board as aforesaid shall be paid 
by the builder to the City Surveyor, or to such other person 
as the said Board may appoint.
51— A copy of any plans and particulars approved by the
Municipal Board shall be furnished to the City Surveyor; and 
thereupon it shall be the duty of such Surveyor to ascertain 
that the same is built in accordance with the said plans and 
particulars. N
52— The Municipal Board may from time to time prepare
[Ch 5.] The Kingston Building Law, 1883.
Power o f Board to
or sanction forms of various notices required by this Law, 
and may from time to time make such alterations therein as 
they may deem requisite, and any notice made in a form 
sanctioned by the Board shall in all proceedings be held
sufficient in law.
53— There shall be paid to the City Surveyor, in respect of 
the several matters specified in the First Part of the Second 
Schedule hereto, the fees therein specified, or such other fees, 
not exceeding the amounts therein specified, as may from 
time to time be directed by the Municipal Board ; but one 
fee only shall be chargeable with respect to any such works 
done in, to or upon, any building as are in pursuance of the 
Provisions hereinbefore contained included in one notice.
54i—If any special service is required to be performed by 
the City Surveyor, or by any District Surveyor, under the First 
Part of this Law, for which no fee is specified in the said 
Schedule, the Municipal Board may order such fee to be paid 
for such service as they think fit; and the City Surveyor 
or District Surveyor shall have the same remedy for recover­
ing such special fee as if the same were expressly named 
in the said Schedule.
55— The Municipal Board may at any time hereafter, by 
order, cause such fixed salary as they may determine to be 
paid to the City Surveyor by way of remuneration instead 
of fees ; and thereupon such Surveyor shall pay all fees re­
ceived by him under this Law as the Municipal Board shall 
from time to time direct.
56— The City Surveyor shall, within seven days after the 
first day of every month, make a return to the Municipal Board, 
in such manner as they may appoint, of all notices and com­
plaints received by him relative to the business under this Law, 
and the results ther^)f, and of all matters brought by him be­
fore any Justice of the Peace or Court of Summary Jurisdiction, 
and of all the several works supervised and special services 
performed by him in the exercise of his office within the 
previous month, and of all fees charged or received in respect 
thereof, and specify in such return the description and lo-
The Kingston Building Late, 1888. [Ch. 5.J
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cality o f every building built, rebuilt, enlarged or altered,, 
or on which any work has been done, under his supervision, 
with the particular nature of every work in respect of which 
any fee has been charged or received.
57—Every such return shall be signed by such Surveyor, 
and shall be deemed to be a certificate that all works enu­
merated therein as completed have been done in all respects 
agreeably to this Law according to the best of his knowledge 
and belief, and that they have been duly surveyed by him.
[Ch. 5.] The Kingston Building Law, 1883.
PART II.
D a n g e r o u s  S t r u c t u r e s .
58— Whenever it is made known to the Municipal Board that 
any structure (including in such expression any buildings, 
walls or other structures, and anything affixed to or projecting 
from any building, wall or other structure,) is in.a dangerous 
state, the Municipal Board shall require a survey of such struc­
ture to be made by the City Surveyor, or by some other com­
petent surveyor; and it shall also be the duty of the City Sur­
veyor to make known to the Municipal Board any information 
he may receive with respect to any structure being in such 
state as aforesaid.
59— Upon the completion of his survey the City Surveyor, 
or other surveyor employed, shall certify to the Municipal 
Board his opinion as to the state of any such structure as afore­
said.
60— If such certificate is to the effect that such structure is 
not in a dangerous state no further proceedings shall be had 
in respect thereof; but if it is to the effect that the same is in a 
dangerous state the Municipal Board shall cause the same to 
be shored up or otherwise secured, and a proper hoard or fence 
to be put up for the protection of passengers, and shall cause 
notice in writing to be given to the owner or occupier of such 
structure requiring him forthwith to take down, secure or re­
pair, the same as the case requires.
61— If the owner or occupier to whom notice is given as lastPowers o f Munici*
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aforesaid fails to comply within the time specified in such 
notice, or if no time is specified then as speedily as the nature of 
the case permits, with the requisitions of such notice, the Mu­
nicipal Board may, with all convenient speed, cause all or so 
much of such structure as is so certified to be in a dangerous 
condition to be taken down, repaired, or otherwise secured in 
such manner as maybe requisite; and all expenses incurred by 
the Municipal Board in respect of any dangerous structure by 
virtue of the Second Part of this Law shall be paid by the 
owner of such structure, but without prejudice to his right to 
recover the same from any lessee or other person liable to the 
expenses of repairs.
pal Board if notice 
not com plied with.
62—If such owner cannot be found or is under disability, or P ow er o f  Board to 
if on demand he refuses or neglects to pay the aforesaid ex- o f  expenses,3 g iv in g  
penses, the Municipal Board, after giving three months’ notice surplua t0 ownei' 
o f  their intention to do ‘so, by posting a printed or written 
notice in a conspicuous place on the structure in respect of 
which or of part of which they have incurred expense, or on 
the land whereon it stands, may sell such structure either with 
or without the parcel of land on which it stands, and they shall, 
after deducting from the proceeds of such sale the amount of 
all expenses incurred by them, restore the surplus (if any) to 
the owner.
63—  In cases where any surplus is hereby made payable to A pplication  o f  sur- 
any owner, if no demand for the same is made by any person dem and1 mad©Pfor 
entitled thereto within one month, then the same shall be paid Bame*
into the Government Savings Bank, to be placed to the credit 
o f the owner (describing him so far as the Municipal Board 
can) subject to the control of the City of Kingston Court, and 
to be paid out to the owner on his applying by petition, and 
proving title thereto.
64— There shall be paid to the City Surveyor, or to such Fees to  C ity  S u r- 
surveyor as aforesaid, in respect of his services under the Second veyor*
Part of this Law, such fees, not exceeding the amounts speci­
fied in the Second Part of the Second Schedule hereto, as may 
from time to time be directed by the Municipal Board.
65— If any special service is required to be performed by the Fees for  sp ecia l
services;
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City Surveyor, or by such other surveyor as aforesaid, under 
the Second Part of this Law, for which no fee is specified in the 
said Schedule, the said Municipal Board may order such fee 
to be paid for such service as they think fit.
66— All fees payable to the City Surveyor, or to such other 
surveyor as aforesaid, by virtue of the Second Part of this Law, 
shall be deemed to be expenses incurred by the said Munici­
pal Board in the matter of the dangerous structure in respect 
of which such fees are paid, and shall be recoverable by the 
City Surveyor from the owner accordingly.
67— In cases where a structure has been certified by the 
City Surveyor, or such other surveyor as aforesaid, to be dan­
gerous to its inmates, a Justice of the Peace may, if satisfied 
of the correctness of such certificate, upon the application of 
the City Surveyor, by order under his hand, direct any inmates 
of such structure to be forthwith removed therefrom by a Con­
stable or other Peace Officer.
PART III.
P a r t y  S t r u c t u r e s .
68— In the construction of the following Provisions relating 
to party structures, such one of the owners of the premises se­
parated by or adjoining to any party structure as is desirous of 
executing any work in respect to such party structure shall be 
called the building owner, and the owner of the other premises 
shall be called the adjoining owner.
69— The building owner shall have the following rights in 
relation to party structures, that is to say,—
1. A right to makegood or repair any party structure
that is defective or out of repair:
2. A right to pull down and rebuild any party structure
that is so far defective or out of repair, or of such un­
suitable or dangerous materials, as to make it neces­
sary or desirable to pull down the same:
3. A right to pull down any timber or other partition that
divides any building or premises, and is not conform-
[Ch. 5.] The Kingston Building Law, 1888.
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able with the regulations o f this Law, and to build 
instead a party wall or other party structure conform­
able thereto:
4>. In the case of buildings having rooms or stories the pro­
perty of different owners intermixed, a right to pull 
down such of the said rooms or stories, or any part 
thereof, as are not built in conformity with this Law, 
and to rebuild the same in conformity with this Law :
6 . A  right to raise any party structure permitted by this 
Law to be raised, or any external wall built against 
such party structure, upon condition of making good 
all damage occasioned thereby to the adjoining 
premises, or to the internal finishings and decorations 
thereof, and of carrying up to the requisite height all 
flues and chimney stacks belonging to the adjoining 
owner on or against any such party structure or ex­
ternal w all:
6 . A  right to pull down any party structure that is not of
sufficient strength for any building intended to be 
built, and to rebuild the same of sufficient strength for 
the above purpose, upon condition of making good all 
damage occasioned thereby to the adjoining premises, 
or to the internal finishings and decorations thereof:
7 . A  right to cut into any party structure upon condition
of making good all damage occasioned to the adjoin­
ing premises by such operation:
8. A  right to cut away any footing, any chimney breasts,
jambs or flues, projecting from any party wall, in order 
to erect any external wall against such party wall, or 
for any other purpose, upon condition of making good 
all damage occasioned to the adjoining premises by 
such operation:
9. A right to cut away or take down such parts o f any
wall or building o f an adjoining owner as may be 
necessary in consequence of such wall or building 
overhanging the ground of the building owner, in 
order to erect an upright wall against the same, on 
condition of making good any damage sustained by
26 [Ch. 5.]
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the wall or building by reason of such cutting away 
or taking down:
10. A  right to perform any other necessary works incident 
to the connection of any party structure with the 
premises adjoining thereto.
70—Whenever the building owner proposes to exercise any 
of the foregoing rights with regard to party structures the 
adjoining owner may require the building owner to build on 
any such party structure certain chimney-jambs, breasts or 
flues, or certain piers or recesses, or any other like works, for 
the convenience of such adjoining owner; and it shall be the 
duty of the building owner to comply with such requisition in 
all cases where the execution of the required works may be 
conformable to this Law, and will not be injurious to the build­
ing owner, or cause him unnecessary inconvenience, or un­
necessary delay in the exercise of his right; and any difference 
that arises between any building owner and adjoining owner 
in respect of the execution of such works as aforesaid shall be 
determined in the manner in which differences between build­
ing owners and adjoining owners are hereinafter directed to be 
determined.
71—The following rules shall be observed with respect to the 
exercise by building owners and adjoining owners of their re­
spective rights:—
1. No building owner shall, except with consent of the
adjoining owner, or in cases where any party struc­
ture is dangerous, in which cases the Provisions here­
by made as to dangerous structures shall apply, exer­
cise any right hereby given in respect of any party 
structure, unless he has given at the least three 
months’ previous notice to the adjoining owner by 
delivering the same to him personally, or by sending 
it by post in a registered letter addressed to such 
owner at his last known place of abode:
2. The notice so given shall be in writing or printed, and
shall state the nature of the proposed work, and the 
time at which such work is proposed to be com­
menced :
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3. No building owner shall exercise any right hereby
given to him in such manner or at such time as to 
cause unnecessary inconvenience to the adjoining
owner:
4. Upon the receipt of such notice the adjoining owner
may require the building owner to build, or may 
himself build, on any such party structure, any works 
to the construction of which he is hereinbefore men­
tioned to be entitled:
5. Any requisition so made by an adjoining owner shall
be in writing or printed, and shall be delivered per­
sonally to the building owner within one month 
after the date of the notice being given by him, or be 
sent by post in a registered letter addressed to him at 
his last known place of residence. It shall specify 
the works required by the adjoining owner for his 
convenience, and shall, if necessary, be accompanied 
with explanatory plans and drawings:
6. If either owner does not, within fourteen days after the
delivery to him of any notice or requisition, express 
his consent thereto, lie shall be considered as having 
dissented therefrom, and thereupon a difference shall 
be deemed to have arisen between the building owner 
and adjoining owner :
7. In all cases not hereby specially provided for, where a
difference arises between a building owner and 
adjoining owner in respect of any matter arising under 
this Law, unless both parties concur in the appoint­
ment of one surveyor they shall each appoint a sur­
veyor, and the two surveyors so appointed shall select 
a third surveyor, and such surveyor or three survey­
ors, or any two of them, shall settle any matter of dis­
pute between such building and adjoining owner, with 
power by his or their award to determine the right 
to do, and the time and manner of doing, any work, 
and generally any other matter arising out of or inci­
dental to such difference; but any time so appointed 
for doing any work shall not commence until after
The Kingston Building Law, 1888. [Ch. 5.J
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the expiration of such period of three months a& 
hereinbefore mentioned :
8. Any award given by such one surveyor, or by such
three surveyors, or any two of them, shall be conclu­
sive, and shall not be questioned in any Court, with 
this exception that either of the parties to the diffe­
rence may appeal therefrom to the City of Kingston 
Court within fourteen days from the date of the 
delivery of such award as aforesaid, and such Court 
may, subject as hereinafter mentioned, rescind or
modify the award so given in such manner as it 
thinks just:
9. If either party to the difference makes default in ap­
pointing a surveyor for ten days after notice has been 
given to him by the other party in manner aforesaid 
to make such appointment, the party giving the 
notice may make the appointment in the place of the 
party so making default:
10. The costs incurred in obtaining any such award as 
aforesaid shall be paid by such party as such surveyor 
or three surveyors, or any two of them, may deter­
mine. “  Surveyors” in this Section shall include 
master builders.
Right o f building 72—Whenever any building owner has become entitled, in
ex- pursuance of this Law, to execute any work, it shall be lawful 
ecuting works. for him* his servants, agents or workmen, at all usual times of
working, to enter on any premises for the purpose of executing 
and to execute such work, removing any furniture, or doing 
any other thing that may be necessary, and if such premises 
are closed, he or they may, accompanied by a Constable or 
other officer of the peace, break open any doors in order to 
Penalty on obstruc- such entry; and any owner or other person that hinders or ob- 
tl0n’ structs any workmen employed for any of the purposes afore­
said, or wilfully damages or injures the said work, shall incur 
for every such offence a penalty not exceeding ten pounds.
Security to be 73—Any adjoining owner may, if he thinks fit, by notice in
ownerrequire<f. writing given by himself or his agent, require the building
owner, before commencing any work which he may be autho-
29
rieed by this Law to execute, to give such security as may be 
agreed upon, or in case of difference as may bo settled by the 
Judge of the City of Kingston Court, for the payment of all 
such costs and compensation in respect of such work as may be 
payable by such building owner.
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74—The following rules shall be observed as to expenses in 
respect of any party structure, that is to say :—
Roles os to expen­
ses in respect o f  
party structures.
As to expenses to bo borne jointly by the building owner 
and adjoining owner:
1. If any party structure is defective or out of repair, the 
expense of making good or repairing the same shall 
be borne by the building owner and adjoining owner 
in due proportion, regard being had to the use that 
each owner makes of such structure:
2. If any party structure is pulled down and re-built by 
reason of its being so far defective or out of repair as 
to make it necessary or desirable to pull down the 
same, the expense of pulling down and re-building 
shall be borne by the building owner and adjoining 
owner in due proportion, regard beiug had to the 
use that each owner makes of such structure:
3. I f any timber or other partition dividing any building
or premises is pulled down in exercise of the right 
hereinbefore vested in a building owner, and a party 
structure is built instead thereof, the expense of 
building such party structure, and also of building 
any additional party structures that may be required 
by reason of such partition having been pulled down, 
shall be borne by the building owner and adjoining 
owner in due proportion, regard being had to the 
use that each owner makes of such party structure, 
and to the thickness rendered necessary to such party 
structure by the respective buildings parted thereby:
4. If any rooms or stories, or any part of rooms or stories,
the property of different owners and intermixed 
in any building, are pulled down in pursuance of the 
right hereinbefore vested in any building owner, and
30 [Ch . 5.]
rebuilt in conformity with this Law, the expense o f  
such pulling down and rebuilding shall be borne by 
the building owner and adjoining owner in due pro­
portion, regard being had to the use that each owner 
makes of such rooms or stories.
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As to expenses to be borne by building owner:
5. I f  any party structure or external wall built against the
same is raised in pursuance of the power vested in 
any building owner, the expense of raising the same, 
and making good all such damage, and of carrying up 
to the requisite height all such flues and chimneys, 
as are hereinbefore required to be made good and 
carried up, shall be borne by the building owner :
6. I f  any party structure which is o f proper materials
and sound, or not so far defective or out of repair as 
to make it necessary or desirable to pull down the 
same, is pulled down and rebuilt by the building 
owner, the expense of pulling down and rebuilding
the same, and of making good all such damage as is 
hereinbefore required to be made good, shall bo borne 
by the building owner:
7. I f any party structure is cut into by the building
owner, the expense of cutting into the same, and o f 
making good any damage hereinbefore required to be 
made good, shall be borne by such building owner:
8 . If any footing, chimney breast, jambs or floor, is cut
away in pursuance of the powers hereinbefore \ested 
in any building ownor, the expense of such cutting 
away, and of making good any damage hereinbefore 
required to be made good, shall bo borne by tho 
building owner.
A ccount o f  expcn- 7 5 — Within one month after the completion of any work
80s to bo delivered . • ■ • i i i  * t  .« • ,  • •
to  adjoining owner which any building owner is by this Law authorized or required 
w ithin ono month. cxecute> and the expense of which is in whole or in part t o
be borne by an adjoining owner, such building owner shall
deliver to the adjoining owner an account in writing of tho
expense of the work, specifying any deduction to which such 
adjoining owner or other person may be entitled in respect of 
old materials, or in other respects ; and every such work as 
aforesaid shall bo estimated and valued at fair average rates and 
prices according to the naturo of the work and the locality, and 
the market price of materials and labour at the time.
76—At any time within one month after the delivery of such 
account the ad joining owner, if dissatisfied therewith, may de­
clare his dissatisfaction to the party delivering the same, by 
notice in writing given by himself or his agent, and specifying 
his objections thereto; and upon such notice having been given 
a difference shall be deemed to have arisen between the parties, 
and such difference shall be determined in manner hereinbe­
fore provided for the determination of differences between the 
building and adjoining owners.
77 —If within such period of one month as aforesaid the party 
receiving such account does not declare in manner aforesaid 
his dissatisfaction therewith, he shall be deemed to have ac­
cepted the same, and shall pay the same on demand to the party 
delivering the account, and if lie fails to do so the amount so 
due may be recovered as a debt.
78— Where the adjoining owner is liable to contribute to 
the expenses of building any party structure, until such con­
tribution is paid the building owner at whose expense the 
game was built shall stand possessed of the sole property in 
such structure.
79— Where any building owner lias incurred any expenses 
on tho requisition of an adjoining owner, the adjoining owner 
making such requisition shall be liable for all such expenses, 
and in default of payment the same may be recovered from him 
as a debt.
80— Where any building owner is by the Third Part of this 
Law liable to make good any damage he may occasion to the 
property of the adjoining owner by  any works authorized to 
be executed by him, or to do any other thing upon condition of 
doing which his right to execute such works is hereby limited 
to arise, and such building owner fails within a reasonable
The Kingston Building Law, 1888. [On. 6.J
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Rules as to pay­
ment o f expenses 
by owner.
time to make good such damage, or to do such thing, he shall 
incur a penalty not exceeding twenty pounds for each day dur­
ing which such failure continues.
PART IV.
M i s c e l l a n e o u s  P r o v i s i o n s .
81—Where it is hereby declared that expenses are to be 
borne by the owner of any premises, (including in the term 
“ owner” the adjoining and building owner respectively), the 
following rules shall be observed with respect to the payment 
of such expenses :—
1. The owner immediately entitled in possession to such
premises, or the occupier thereof, shall in the first in­
stance pay such expenses, with this limitation, that no 
occupier shall be liable to pay any sum exceeding in 
amount the rent due, or that will thereafter accrue 
due, from him in respect of such premises during ths 
period of his occupancy :
2. If there are more owners than one each owner shall be
liable severally, but as between themselves every 
owner shall be liable to contribute to such expenses in 
proportion to his interest:
3. If any difference arises as to the amount of contribu­
tion, such difference shall be decided by the Judge of 
the City of Kingston Court:
4  If some of the owners liable to contribution cannot be 
found, the deficiency so arising shall be divided 
amongst the parties that can be found :
5. Any occupier of premises who has paid any expenses
under this Law may deduct the amount so paid from 
any rent payable by him to any owner of the same 
premises ; and any owner of premises who has paid 
more than his due proportion of any expenses may 
deduct the amount so  overpaid from any rent that 
may be payable by him to any other owner of the 
same premises:
6 . I f  default is made by the owner or occupier in pay-
[Ch. 5.J The Kingston Building Law , 1883.
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ment of any expenses hereby made payable by him 
in the first instance, or if default is made by any 
owner in payment of any other expenses or monies 
due from him by way of contribution or otherwise in 
pursuance of this Law, then such expenses and moneys 
may be recovered as a debt in due course of law.
82—The following rules shall be observed with respect to 
the giving or service of any notice, summons or order, directed 
to be given or served under this Law, in cases not hereinbefore 
provided for:—
1. A notice, summons or order, may in all cases be served
personally:
2. A notice, summons or order, may be served on any
builder by leaving the same or sending it in a regis­
tered letter, addressed to him at his place of address, 
as stated by him to the City Surveyor, or by putting up 
such notice, summons or order, on a conspicuous part 
of the building or premises to which the same relates :
3. A notice, summons or order, may be served on the
owner or occupier of any premises by leaving the 
same with the occupier of such premises, or with some 
inmate of his abode, or if there is no occupier by 
putting up such notice, summons or order, on a con­
spicuous part of the building or premises to which the 
same relates; and it shall not be necessary to name the 
owner or occupier of such premises ; nevertheless 
when the owner of any such premises and his resi­
dence, or that of his agent, are known to the party by 
whom or on whose behalf any notice, summons or 
order, is intended to be served, it shall be the duty of 
such party to send every such notice, summons or 
order, by post in a registered letter addressed to the 
residence or last known residence of such owner or 
his agent :
4. A notice, summons or order, may be served on the City
Surveyor, or any District or Assistant Surveyor ap­
pointed under this Law, by leaving the same at the 
office of the City Surveyor.
The Kingston Building Law, 1883. [Ch. 5.]
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83—For the purpose of complying with the requirements of 
any notice or order served or made under the Provisions of 
this Law on any owner, builder or person, in respect of any 
house, building or other erection, room or place, such owner, 
builder or person, his servants, workmen and agents, may, 
after giving seven days* notice in writing to the occupier of 
such house, building or other erection, room or place, and on 
production of such notice or order, enter such house or build­
ing, or other erection, room or place, and do all such works, 
matters and things, therein or thereto, or in connection there­
with, as may be necessary; and if any person refuses to admit 
such owner, builder or person, or his servants, workmen or 
agents, or to afford them all reasonable assistance, such person 
shall incur for each offence a penalty not exceeding twenty 
pounds.
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84—Where in pursuance of this Law any consent is required 
to be given, any notice to bo served, or any other thing to be 
done, by, on or to, any owner under disability, such consent 
may be given, such notice may be served, and such thing may 
be done, by, on or to, the following persons on behalf of such 
persons under disability, (that is to say)
By, on or to, a husband on behalf of his wife :
By, on or to, a trustee on behalf of his cestuique trust:
By, on or to, a father, guardian or committee, on behalf of 
an infant, idiot or lunatic.
85—Where any consent is required to be given, or any other 
thing to be done, by any owner in pursuance of this Law, if 
there is no owner capable of giving such consent or of doing 
such thing, and no person empowered by this Law to give such 
consent or to do such thing on behalf of such owner, or if any 
owner so capable or person so empowered cannot be found, the 
Judge of the City of Kingston Court shall have power to give 
such consent, or to do or cause to be done such thing on behalf of 
such owner, upon such terms and subject to such conditions as he 
may think fit, having regard alike to the nature and purpose 
of the subject matter iu respect of which such consont is to be 
given, and to the fair claims of the parties on whose behalf such 
consent is to be given, and such Judge shall have power to
dispense with the service of any notice which would otherwise 
be required to be served.
86— Any contract made previously to the passing of this 
Law for the erection of a new building shall be carried into 
effect in the same manner as if this Law had been passed at the 
time of Jho making thereof, and the necessary deviations from 
the terms if such contract may bo made accordingly; and if 
any disput* arises in respect of any loss sustained by any party 
to such contract by reason of such necessary deviations, such 
dispute shall be entertained by the City of Kingston Court; 
and whenever any cost or expenses have been paid by any 
owner in pursuance of this Law, then, as to any structure held 
under any lease or agreement made previously to the com­
mencement of this Law, it shall be lawful for such owner to 
recover the same from the persons hitherto liable by law, or by 
such existing lease or contract, to maintain or repair the struc­
ture in respect of which costs and expenses have been in­
curred.
87— Nothing herein contained shall vary or affect any 
rights or liabilities as between landlord and tenant under any 
contract between them.
88— In cases where any building has been erected or work
done without due notice being given to the City Surveyor, 
the Citjr Surveyor may, at any time within one month after 
lie has discovered that such building lias been erected or 
work done, enter the premises for the purpose of seeing that 
the regulations of this Law have been complied with; and 
the time during which the City Surveyor may take any 
proceeding, or do anything authorized or required by this Law 
to be done by him in respect of such building or work, shall 
begin to run from the date of his discovering that such build­
ing; has been erected or work done. *O
89— When this Law shall have been in force for twenty 
years or upwards in any locality, or within any limits defined 
by or under this Law, and notwithstanding that the original 
limits may have been enlarged or altered, it shall be lawful
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Pow er to make re­
gulations*
for the Municipal Board, when and as it shall seem desirable, 
fco require that all or any buildings or building so locally during 
that time within the limits within which this Law has for the 
time being been in force, and not renewed in accordance with 
this Law, shall be renewed and rebuilt or altered so as to be 
made conformable to the requirements of this Law. Such 
requisition shall be by resolution of the Municipal Board, and 
notice thereof signed by the Clerk of the Board shall be 
posted up on the chief outer door or outer gate of such build­
ing, and shall be served on the owner in the manner hereby 
prescribed if such owner is known.
If, after the expiration of twelve* months after such service 
of the resolution, the building or structure is not brought into 
conformity with this Law, all the Provisions of this Law 
shall be applicable to such house, and the City Surveyor shall 
have and may exercise in respect of that building all the 
powers and authorities hereby conferred upon him in respect 
of buildings.
90—The Municipal Board may from time to time make, 
alter or revoke, regulations not inconsistent with the Provi­
sions of this Law, in relation to all or any of the matters fol­
lowing, that is to say :—
The prohibition or regulation of the erection of piazzas, 
rooms, verandahs, or other structures intended to project 
over any part of any roadway :
The entrances, doors, stairways, external steps, and means 
of access to and exit from public buildings, already built 
or hereafter to be built, and the protection of persons 
frequenting the same.
. Such regulations may specify a maximum penalty for the 
contravention thereof respectively not exceeding fifty pounds, 
or six months’ imprisonment with or without hard labour, for 
e^ph offence.
With regard to continuing contraventions, each continuance 
to contravene a regulation after notice in writing from the City 
Surveyor requiring such regulation to be complied with, shall 
be deemed to be a fresh offence.
[Oh . 5 .] The Kingston Building Law , 1883.
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Such regulations shall be subject to the approval of the 
Governor in Privy Council, who may allow, disallow, alter and 
add to, such regulations, or any of them.
Such regulations shall respectively come into force on such 
days as the Governor shall appoint by notice in the Jamaica 
Gazette, and shall be published in such manner, at such times, 
and in such special localities, as he shall from time to time 
direct.
In default of and in addition to any such direction as to 
the publication of all or any of such regulations, all regulations
for the time being in force under this Law shall be kept ex­
hibited in the office of the Municipal Board for general inspec­
tion during office hours.
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91—In every action or plaint to be brought against the 
City Surveyor, or any District Surveyor, or any deputy or 
other person appointed to assist or act for the City Surveyor, or 
against any workman, employee observant, of any such officer 
or person, for any act or thing done by him in the execution 
of his office, or in or about the carrying into effect of this Law, 
it shall be expressly' alleged that such act or thing was done 
maliciously and without any reasonable or probable cause, 
and if at the trial of any such action or plaint the plaintiff 
shall fail to prove such allegation he shall be nonsuited, 
or a verdict shall be given for the defendant ; and if it 
shall appear that such act or thing was done under or by 
virtue of or in carrying out any order or resolution of the 
Municipal Board under this Law, or in any action or plaint 
against any such workman, employee or servant, as aforesaid 
if it shall appear that such act or thing was done under or by 
virtue of or in carrying out any order of the City Surveyor, or 
of any person acting as deputy or in aid of the City Surveyor 
duly appointed under this Law, then and in either of such cases 
the verdict shall be given for the defendant.
As to actions 
against City Sur­
veyor and certain 
others acting in 
carrying this Law 
into.effect.
92—No writ or process shall be sued out against any City 
Surveyor or other person for anything done or intended to be 
done under the Provisions of this Law until the expiration of 
one month next after notice in writing has been delivered to
NoticeTof action. 
Lim itation o f 
action, and power 
to plead general 
issue in certain 
actions.
him, or left at his office or usual place of abode, stating the 
cause of action, and the name and place of abode of the in­
tended plaintiff, and of his attorney or agent in the cause ; and 
upon the trial of any such action the plaintiff shall not be per­
mitted to go into evidence of any cause of action which is not 
stated in the last-mentioned notice; and unless such notice is 
proved the jury shall find for the defendant; and every such 
action shall be brought or commenced within six months next 
after the accrual of the cause of action and not afterwards, and 
shall be laid ancLtried in Kingston and not elsewhere, and the 
defendant shall be at liberty to plead the general issue and 
give this Law and all special matter in evidence thereunder.
Powers Of the City 93—In cases where jurisdiction is hereby given to the City
of K ingston Court. ^  Kingston Court, such Court may from time to time make
such order in respect of matters so brought before it as it may 
think fit with power to settle the time and manner of execu­
ting any work, or of doing any other thing, and to put the par­
ties to the case upon such terms as respects the execution of 
the work as it thinks fit ; it shall also have power to award or 
refuse costs according to circumstances, and to settle the amount
thereof.
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Proceedings in and 94—Proceedings in the City of Kingston Court in respect
r^ders™feconrt °f any matter arising under this Law shall be conducted in
the same manner as proceedings are conducted in any case 
within the ordinary jurisdiction of such Court, or as near
thereto as circumstances permit; and orders made by the 
Judge of such Court may be enforced by execution, committal
or otherwise, in a manner similar to that in which the orders 
of such Court are ordinarily enforced.
Appeals from  the 95—If either party in any case over which jurisdiction is 
Couyrc°f  Kins8fcon hereby given to the City of Kingston Court feels aggrieved
with the decision of such Court in respect of any point of law, 
or the admission or rejection of any evidence, he may appeal 
therefrom in the same manner and upon the same terms in and 
upon which he might have appealed from the decision of such 
Court in any case within the ordinary jurisdiction of such
Court or as near thereto as circumstances permit; but no such
39T h e  K i n g s t o n  B u i l d i n g  L a t o , 1 8 8 3 .  [Cel 5.]I
appeal shall bo allowed unless the value of the matter of diffe­
rence between the parties exceeds ten pounds, and the opinion 
of the Judge bofore whom the case is tried as to such value 
shall bo conclusive,
96— All penalties imposed or incurred for offences against 
or in contravention of this Law or any Regulations made there­
under shall bo recoverable summarily before a District Court 
Judge, or tho Police Magistrate of Kingston, or any two Justices 
o f tho Peace of tho Parish of Kingston, under the provisions of 
the Laws for the time being in force regulating summary pro­
ceedings before such Judge, Magistrate or Justices respectively.
Any such J udge, Magistrate or Justices, may make such order 
as to costs of any proceedings of which he or they have cogni­
zance as he or they^may think just.
All penalties shall be paid to the Municipal Board or as they
shall from time to time direct, and shall be applied in such 
manner as the said Board think fit.
97— All fees, costs and expenses, in addition to any other 
remedy by this Law provided, may be sued for and recovered 
in the City of Kingston Court as a debt payable to the person 
or persons entitled to such fees, costs or expenses respectively.
I
98— This Law shall not come into operation until Her Ma­
jesty’s lloyal confirmation and allowance thereof shall have 
been signified in the Jamaica Gazette.
FIRST SCHEDULE.
P r e l i m i n a r y .
1. Every building shall be enclosed with walls constructed 
o f brick, stone, or other hard and incombustible substances, 
and the foundations shall rest on the solid ground, or upon 
concrete o*r upon other solid substructure.
2. Every wall constructed of brick, stone, o f  other similar 
substances, shall be properly bonded and solidly put together 
with mortar or cement, and no part o f such wall shall over-
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alties.
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Costs, and ex­
penses.
Suspension
Clause.
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hang any part underneath it, and all return walls shall be 
properly bonded together.
3. The thickness of any stone wall in which the beds of the 
masonry are not laid horizontally shall be one-third greater 
than the thickness prescribed for stone walls in the rules 
hereinafter contained.
4. The thickness of every wall as hereinafter determined 
shall be the minimum thickness.
5. The height of every topmost story shall be measured 
from the level of its floor up to the underside of the tie 
o f the roof, or up to half the vertical height of the rafters 
when the roof has no tie ; and the height of every other 
story shall be the clear height o f such story exclusive of 
the thickness of the floor.
6. The height of every external and party wall shall be 
measured from the base of the wall to the level of the top of
the topmost story.
7. Walls are deemed to be divided into distinct lengths by 
return walls, and the length of every wall is measured from 
the centre of one return wall to the centre of another ; pro­
vided that such return walls are external, party or cross 
walls, of the thickness hereinafter required, and bonded into
the walls so deemed to be divided.
8 . The projection of the bottom of the footing of every wall, 
on each side of the wall, shall be at least equal to one-half of 
the thickness of the wall at its base ; and the diminution of 
the footing of every wall shall be formed in regular offsets, 
and the height from the bottom of such footing to the base of 
the wall shall be at the least equal to one-lialf o f the thick­
ness of the wall at its base.
PART L
R u l e s  f o r  t h e  W a l l s  o f  D w e l l i n g  H o u s e s .
1. The external and party walls of dwelling houses shall be
to
made throughout the different stories of the thickness shown
in the following table, arranged according to the heights and 
lengths of the walls, and calculated for walls up to fifty feet 
in height, and supposed to be built of bricks not less than 
eight-nnd-n-half inches and not more than nine-nnd-a-half 
inches in length, the heights of the stories being subject to the 
condition hereinafter given.
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2 . T a b l i :.
I. II. H I. IV.
H eight up to 
60 feet.
Length up to 30 feet.
W all below  the top- 
most story, 13ins. 
Topm ost story, 8J 
inches.
Remainder. 84ins.
S0
Length up to 46 feet.
One story, 174ins.
Rest o f  wall below  
topm ost story, 13 
inches.
Topm ost story, 8| 
inches.
Remainder 8Jins.
Length Unlimited.
One story, 2l£ins. 
One stoiy , 17£ins. 
Remainder, 13ins.
H eight up to 
40 feet.
w
Length up to 35 feet.
W all below  two 
topmost stories, 13 
inches.
T w o topmost stories, 
8J iuohes. 
Remainder, 8Jins.
Length Unlimited.
One story, 17J inches.
Rest o f  wall below  topmost story, 13 
inches.
Topm ost story, 8J inches.
Remainder, 84 inches.
ml
H eight up to 
80 feet.
Length up to 35 feet.
W all below  two 
topmost stories, 13 
inches.
T w o topmost stories, 
84 inches. 
Remainder, 8Jins.
Length Unlimited.
W all below  topmost story, 13 inches. 
Topm ost story, 8J inches.
Remainder, 8J inches.
ft
%
H eight up to 
26 feet.
Length up to 30 feet.
From  base to top 
of wall, 8J inches.
Length Unlimited.
W all below  topm ost story, 13 inches. 
Topm ost story, 8J inches.
Remainder, 8J inches.
3. In using the above table, the height of the wall is to be 
reckoned on the first vertical column on the left hand of the 
table, and the length of the wall in the corresponding hori­
zontal column. The thickness of the wall in each story is
42
given in inches, and begins with the wall from the base up­
wards.
4«. If any external or party wall, measured from centre to 
centre, is not more than twenty-five feet distant from any 
other external or party wall to which it is tied by the beams 
of any floor or floors other than the ground floor, or the 
floor of any story formed in the roof, the length of such wall 
is not to be taken into consideration, and the thickness of the 
wall will be found in the second vertical column in the above 
table.
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5. If any story exceeds in height sixteen times the thick­
ness prescribed for the walls of such story in the above table, 
the thickness of each external and party wall throughout such 
story shall be increased to one-sixteenth part of the height of
A  u
the story ; but any such additional thickness may be confined 
to piers properly distributed, of which the collective widths 
amount to one-fourth part of the length of the wall.
6. No story enclosed with walls less than thirteen inches 
in thickness shall be more than ten feet in height
7. The thickness of any wall of a dwelling house, if built 
of materials other than such bricks as aforesaid, shall be 
deemed to be sufficient if made of the thickness required by 
the above tables, or of such less thickness as may be approved 
by the City Surveyor, with this exception, that in the case of 
walls built of stone in which the beds of masonry are not laid 
horizontally no diminution shall he allowed in the thickness 
required by the foregoing rules for such last-mentioned walls.
8. All buildings, except public buildings and such build­
ings as are hereinafter defined to he buildings of the ware­
house class, shall, as respects the thickness of their walls, be 
subject to the rules given for dwelling houses.
PART n .
Rules for Walls
1. The warehouse 
manufactories.
o f  B u i l d i n g s  o f  t h e  W a r e h o u s e  C l a s s . 
class shall comprise all warehouses and
2. The external and party walls of buildings of the ware­
house class shall at the base be made of the thickness shewn 
in the following table, calculated for walls up to fifty feet in 
height, and supposed to be built of bricks not less than eight- 
and-a-lmlf inches, and not more than nine-and-a-half inches, 
in length.
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3 .  T a b l e .
I. 1 1 . III. IY .
H eight up to 
50 foot.
Length up to 40 feet. 
Base, 17.1 inches.
m k
Length up to 70 feet. 
Base, 214 inches.
Length unlimited. 
Bose, 26 inches.
H eight up to 
40 feet.
0 ;
Length up to 30 feet. 
Base, 13 inohes.
Length up to 60 feet, 
Base, 174 inches.
Length unlimited. 
Base, 21J inohes.
H eight up to 
30 feet.
|
Length up to 45 feet. 
Base, 13 inches.
Length unlimited. 
: Base, 174 inches.
H eight up to 
25 foet.
§  *
Length  .unlimited.
ft
Base, 13 inohes.
%
4. The above table is to be used in the same manner as 
the table previously given for the walls of dwelling houses, 
and is subject to the same qualifications and conditions re­
specting walls not more than twenty-five feet distant from 
each other.
A
5. Ihe thickness of the walls of buildings of the ware­
house class at the top, and for sixteen feet below the top, 
shall be thirteen inches; and the intermediate parts of the 
wall between the base and such sixteen feet below the top 
shall be built solid throughout the space between straight 
lines drawn on each side of the wall, and joining the thick­
ness at the base to the thickness at sixteen feet below the 
top, as above-mentioned : nevertheless in walls not exceed­
ing thirty feet in height, the walls of the topmost story may 
bo eight-and-a-half inches thick.
44
6. I f in any story of a building of tlie warehouse class the 
thickness of the wall, as determined by the rules hereinbe­
fore given, is less than one-fourteenth part of the height of 
such story, the thickness of the wall shall be increased to one- 
fourteenth part of the height of the story : but any such 
additional thickness may be confined to piers properly dis­
tributed, of which the collective widths amount to one- 
fourth part of the length of the wall.
7. The thickness of any wall of a building of the ware­
house class, if built of materials other than such bricks as 
aforesaid, shall be deemed to be sufficient if made of the 
thickness required by the above tables, or of such less thick­
ness as may be approved by the City Surveyor, with this ex­
ception, that in the case of walls built of stone in which the 
beds of masonry are not laid horizontally no diminution 
shall be allowed in the thickness required by the foregoing 
rules for such last-mentioned walls.
M1SCELLANEOUS.
1. The thickness of a cross wall shall be two-thirds of the 
thickness hereinbefore required for an external or party wall 
of the same dimensions and belonging to the same class of 
buildings, but never less than eiglit-and-a-half inches; and 
no wall subdividing any building shall be deemed to be a 
cross wall unless it is carried up to two-thirds of the height 
of the external or party walls, and unless the recesses and 
opening^ therein do not exceed one-half of the vertical surface 
of the wall in each story.
The thickness of every stone wall in which the beds of the 
masonry are not laid horizontally shall be one-third greater 
than the thickness prescribed in the rules aforesaid.
Buildings to which the preceding rules are inapplicable 
require the special sanction of the City Surveyor.
[Ch. 5.] The Kingston Building Law, 1883.
8E00ND SCHEDULE.
Fees P ayable  to Cit y  Su rveyo r .
The Kingston Building Law, 1883. [Ch. 5.J
0 . PART I.
Fee8 fo r  New Buildings.
For every building not exceeding four hundred 
square feet in area, and of one story only 
in height
For every building not exceeding four hundred 
square feet in area, and of two storieB in 
height
For every additional story
For every additional square 100 feet or fraction
of such square
For every latrine
But no fees shall exceed ten pounds.
Fees fo r  Additions and Alterations.
For every addition or alteration made to any 
building after the roof thereof has been 
covered in, the fee shall be half of the fee 
charged in the case of a new building.
For inspecting the formation of openings in 
party walls
PART II.
For inspecting dangerous structures by direction 
of the Municipal Board
s . D.
15 0
30 0 
5 0
2 6 
5 0
10 0 
10 0





